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ConCepts anD 
philosophies

Q: I have not been able to 
understand the concept and 
philosophy of martyrdom of 
Hazrath Hussain (ra), like who 
was on the right side: Yazid bin 
Muawiyah or Hazrath Hussain 
(ra) and whether cursing Yazid 
bin Muawiyah is right or 
wrong? Please clarify the issue 
in detail.

R. A.,
On Email

YmD

If you are a student of history, but 
do not know Arabic or Urdu, then, 
perhaps you are justified in asking 
this question, otherwise not.

As a good committed Muslim, 
you are expected to be engaged, 
in full steam, in the study of the 
source books, which require a 
life-time of study to come to 
grips with several disciplines. Is 
a good Muslim student left with 
any time to study minor historical 
matters? Further, he knows that 
there is a lot of material scattered 
around in propaganda stuff: 
books, pamphlets, magazines 
and newspapers which cannot 
be trusted for authenticity. If he 
thinks that the issue is important 
then, he should also be knowing 
that answers would require good 
amount of research. If he cannot 
do that, but thinks that Islam can 
be purchased at the discount-sale 
bakery, then, he is destined not 
only to remain confused all his 
life, but also, incapable of making 
a contribution to Islamic causes.

Therefore, your confusion is not 
justified. Perhaps, you have not 
learnt to prioritize your studies. 
Or is it possible that you have no 
intention to study at all? If so, 
then you go about banging your 
head against pillars and posts, 
but moving not an inch forward 
toward the understanding of your 
religion. Perhaps, you need to 
answer these questions to yourself. 
It is your life; your Hereafter.

Our scholars have always 
instructed the people to take out 
time from the futile and place 

them in the service of the gainful, 
while on issues of the kind now 
in question, their own stand has 
been: “We will not be asked about 
these quarrels in the Hereafter, so 
why should we try to determine 
who was right and who was 

LETTERS TO THE EdiTOR

is a good Muslim student left with any time to study minor historical 
matters? Further, he knows that there is a lot of material scattered 

around in propaganda stuff: books, pamphlets, magazines and 
newspapers which cannot be trusted for authenticity. if he thinks 
that the issue is important then, he should also be knowing that 

answers would require good amount of research. 
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wrong?” And, if someone doesn’t 
know either Arabic, or Urdu, but 
pursuing such questions, then, he 
is an unfortunate situation.

But is the Ummah-youth which 
is ever looking for guidance, ever 
ready to reject guidance, is serious 
about Islam? Rather not. They 
will claim, “We want to know the 
truth.” Wrong. They are merely 
curious, and have no intention to 
learn. Would they like to learn 
Marriage/ Divorce rulings of 
Islam, or the Economic System 
of Islam? No. They don’t wish to 
give these issues even a passing 
thought. To know Islam, and bend 
down on books, is not their last 
priority. It is not there in their 
priority list.

We hope you and tens of 
thousands of your like, will begin 
to understand why Muslims are 
the most backward community, 
and the least respected among 
communities.

It was acknowledged 1400 years 
ago, that Yazid played no role 
in the murder of Hussein (ra), 

nor did he commit any of the 
crimes attributed to him earlier 
or later, and that many, if not all, 
the stories, are inventions, by 
mischievous minds, of unknown 
identities, further circulated by 
irresponsible persons, especially 
the newest sects, who wished to 
gain political or religious mileage.

It was Yazid (sitting a 1000 
kilometers away) who had 
instructed `Ubaydullah b. Ziyad, 
his Governor of Iraq, not to allow 
Hussain’s caravan to enter Kufa, a 
town concentrated by the Shi`ah. 
He did not order the killing of 
Hussain. It was ibn Ziyad’s 
decision not to allow Hussein’s 
caravan to proceed to Yazid in 
Syria. In fact, Ibn Ziyad too had no 
direct hand in killing of Hussain. 
The actual killing was done by 
Shamr b. Zi al-Jawshan, Shabath 
b. Rib`ee, both Shi`ah men, with 
other participants.

When Yazid was informed of 
the murder, he cursed Ibn Ziyad, 
and sent word to him to treat the 
family well.

Imam Ghazali wrote 
in his Ihya `Ulum al 
Din: “If it is asked, ‘Is 
it allowed that Yezid be 
cursed on grounds that 
he killed Hussain, or 
ordered it?’ The answer 
is, ‘This is not proven. 
Therefore, it is not 
allowed to say that he 
killed him or ordered 
what has not been 
proven, far from cursing 
him, because it is not 

allowed to accuse a Muslim of a 
Major Sin without proof.’”

Ibn Taymiyyah expressed opinion 
that agreed with the above 
assessment. 

We (at YmD) say that your 
words “concept and philosophy” 
are products of the propaganda 
literature in the production and 
spread of which the Shi`ah have 
played a major role. There is 
no “concept” involved, nor any 
“philosophy.” These are gossip 
topics for those who refuse to 
play any constructive role in real 
life, and so indulge in vain talk, 
morning and evening, year in and 
year out, decades after decades.

The assassination was not planned, 
but the situation at Karbala went 
out of control. If a non-Muslim 
studied the Muslim sources and 
concluded that it seems to have 
been accidental, then, we will 
not have much to say against his 
opinion. None the less, there will 
be much grumbling, moaning and 
groaning, because you would have 
taken away an important topic of 
the people’s gossip. 

It may be kept in mind, by those 
ready to spring, that we are saying 
nothing about the personal life of 
Yazid, which, we believe, if we 
were put together the worst part of 
it and then multiplied by a million, 
they’d be less in seriousness than 
the combined misdoings of the 
present-day Umma at large.

MuhaMMaD asaD

Q: Syed Iqbal Zaheer Sahib 

to compare asad with Qadiyanis smacks heavily of 
extremism; and to accuse of ‘Kufriyat’ borders with 

fanaticism.  Left: Muhammad asad's renowned work of 
exegesis, The Message of the Qur'an
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has quoted Muhammad Asad 
many times in Tafsir Ishraq al-
Ma'ani. Muhammad Asad, the 
late Jewish ‘convert’ to Islam 
authored ‘The Road to Mecca’ 
and translated the Qur’an. 
His translation is called 
‘The Message of the Qur'an.’ 
Grand Mufti, Sheikh bin Baaz 
(Rahimahullah) warned against 
the Kufriyat contained in Asad's 
translation in this Fatwa:

http://alifta.com/Fatawa/
FatawaChapters.aspx?languag
ename=ar&View=Page&PageI
D=915&PageNo=1&BookID=3

Translation of the Fatwa: 
“The translation referred 
to contains fatal errors and 
flagrant false beliefs. As a 
result, the Constitutional 
Council of the Muslim 
World League in Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah issued a 
decree banning the print and 
publication of this translation.”

Many prominent Muslims, 
including senior Ulama, have 
been unknowingly duped by 
Muhammad Asad. 
Please ask Syed sahib to 
seriously consider removing 
ALL references to Muhammad 
Asad from his book.

We do not use references 
from Qadiani heretics in our 
books; similarly we should not 
be quoting Asad. Otherwise 
readers could be led towards 
Asad's mistaken beliefs.

Syed Sahib obviously wants to 
promote true Islam through 
his books and magazines. He 
will not want to accidentally 
endanger the Iman of readers. 
I can forward details of Asad's 
Kufriat from his translation if 
you wish.

Please let me know. 

Munir,
On Email

YmD

To compare Asad with Qadiyanis 
smacks heavily of extremism; 
and to accuse of ‘Kufriyat’ 
borders with fanaticism. 

At all events, you may please 
forward those statements of 
Muhammad Asad, found in 
Ishraq al-Ma`ani, that are of the 
Kufriat. Please note that we are 
not asking for quotes from his 
translation, but rather, confined 

to those found in Ishraq al-
Ma`ani alone.

sea-FooD

Q: I wanted to know the Fiqh 
related to sea food. Can we eat 
meat of shark, whale, crab etc.?

Arsalan Manzoor,
On Email

YmD

According to the school of 

Hanafi Fiqh, meat of every kind 
of fish is allowed to consume; 
except that which is found 
floating in water, lying on its 
side, dead. Also allowed are 
prawns. The rest of the water 
animals such as crabs, lobsters, 
snakes, frogs, are not Haram, 
but Makruh. In general, they say 
that those sea-animals whose 
form and shape resembles those 
animals that inhabit on land 
and are prohibited, could be 
avoided. 

unDeCiDeD

Q: I have a question which I 
hope you will be able to address 
in your esteemed magazine. If 
a person is wronged by others, 
and he alternates in his heart 
between desiring to seek 
retribution from them on the 
Day of Judgment and forgiving 
them during moments of 
spiritual highs, then what is 
the status of his 'forgiveness' 
of them. Would he be regarded 
as having forgiven them or 
would the matter depend on 
his state/attitude towards those 
who have wronged him, at the 
moment of his death?

I would greatly appreciate any 
insight you can provide on this 
matter.

Abu Yusha,
On Email

YmD

If someone has not definitely 
and fully, not decided one way 
or another, whether to forgive 
or not, and remained undecided 
until death, then he will be 
allowed to make that decision 
on the Day of Judgment: he may 
forgive then, or seek retaliation. 
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establishing an 
islaMiC state

Q: I am on and off confronted 
by a very sensitive question 
pertaining to establishment of 
Islamic governance. How can 
a society under subjugation 
unshackle itself, when Muslims 
are devoid of everything, 
should we leave it to Allah (swt) 
or strive with an extremist 
approach? 

XYZ,
On Email

YmD

There are many things that are not 
very accurate in your question.

Extremism has no place in 
Islam. Islam is not a bundle of 
counsels, tips and suggestions. 

It is not a pot puree of pious 
words, pornography, superstitions, 
and weird stories all mixed 
together, in prose and lyrics, 
offering no guidance of any 
sort to humanity, and leading 
human minds to conceptual 
confusions. Islam offers complete 
guidance concerning every issue, 
major or minor, significant or 
insubstantial, this worldly or 
Next: a guidance that agrees with 
human nature.

Its followers know, instinctively, 
the middle path. The nation 
obtained is the best of 
communities. It is a non-excessive 
community, except that in 
matters of absolute good, virtue, 
and universally accepted noble 
qualities, its members excel to the 
amazement of the onlookers. The 
Islamic message is so designed as 

to produce such a community and 
such individuals by default. If the 
community or individual display 
behaviour other than that, then it 
can be correctly attributed to lack 
of education. 

To attend to your main question, 
we may point out that establishing 
an Islamic government is not the 
prime duty of an individual in 
Islam. It is the duty of a Muslim 
community to govern themselves 
by Islam. Within the community, it 
is the duty of prominent Muslims 
to set up an Islamic government. 
Otherwise known as the Ulu 
al-`Amr, (or Ahl al-Hall wa al-
`Aqd), it is this class of people 
who are required to first appoint a 
Khalifah/ King/ Ruler/ President/ 
Prime Minister, or whatever, 
who, in turn, will assume the task 
of setting up the governmental 

extremism has no place in islam. islam is not a bundle of counsels, tips and suggestions. it is not a 
pot puree of pious words, pornography, superstitions, and weird stories all mixed together, in prose 

and lyrics, offering no guidance of any sort to humanity, and leading human minds to conceptual 
confusions. islam offers complete guidance concerning every issue, major or minor, significant or 

insubstantial, this worldly or next: a guidance that agrees with human nature. 
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machinery based on Islamic 
principles.

You ask: “How can a society under 
subjugation unshackle itself…” 
This is a preposterous question. It 
assumes slavery of a whole nation, 
and is the outcome of a complete 
ignorance of the situation in which 
Muslims live in India. You may 
please see this month’s editorial of 
this magazine for an answer.

You also write: “When Muslims 
are devoid of everything...” This 
betrays ignorance of the worst 
sort. The Qur’an says about the 
Jews: “And (recall) when Musa 
told his people: ‘My people! 
Remember the favors of Allah 
upon you, (such as) when He made 
Prophets from among you, made 
you kings, and gave you what He 
gave no one else of the worlds.”  
(5: 20)

This verse as well applies to those 
Muslims who think they have 
lost everything. How can those 
who have been given Revelation, 
amongst whom came a Prophet, 
and who live like kings, find words 
other than that of thanks to their 
Lord? They may not be in political 
power, or suffer some other paltry 
worldly losses, but that is a small 
loss, which anyway they have 
brought upon themselves. But, 
what about the great blessings of 
their Lord? What mundane power 
or material benefits can equal that, 
before which the treasures of the 
heaven and earth are no more than 
a mosquito’s wing? They may be 
warned that those who do not value 
what of Allah’s special blessings 
have been bestowed on them, could 
as well meet with the same fate 
as those who were ungrateful and 
so were punished before them: 
humiliations in this world, and 
everlasting tortures in the Next. The 
Qur’an states:

Say, ‘Shall we tell you about 
those who lost most in respect 
to their efforts? Those whose 
efforts were misguided in 
the life of the world, while 
they thought they were 
doing well in performance. 
They disbelieved in the 
revelations of their Lord and 
the encounter with Him.’ 
So their efforts have failed 
and We shall not assign any 
weight to them on the Day 
of Judgement. That is their 
reward – Jahannum – for 
what they denied, and held 
My Revelations and My 
Messengers in mockery.’ (18: 
103-106)

ZaKah on DiaMonD

Q: I really like this Digest and, 
particularly, the Children's 
Column. I've a question for 
which I want this answer as soon 
as possible. Is Zakah applicable 
for diamonds? 

Faisal Izhar,
On Email

YmD

Zakah is not liable on diamonds, 
and other high-priced stones, unless 
they are used as trade commodities, 
in which case Zakah must be paid 
as Zakah is paid over commodities 
of trade. n

the nation obtained is the best of communities. it is 
a non-excessive community, except that in matters of 
absolute good, virtue, and universally accepted noble 
qualities, its members excel to the amazement of the 
onlookers. the islamic message is so designed as to 
produce such a community and such individuals by 

default. if the community or individual display behaviour 
other than that, then it can be correctly attributed to lack 

of education. 
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One of our readers suggests that we Muslims 
suffer subjugation. We do not know which part 
of the world he belongs to; perhaps China. But, 

since any such statement cannot escape from Chinese 
censure, he could be an Indian: a usual hyperbolic, 
inexact, inactive, theorizer and Think Tank of the Young 
Muslim Men’s Association head-quartered under every 
lamp post?

Otherwise, slavery has been universally banned. But the 
above class of mentally enslaved seem to be unaware. 

In most countries, democratic forms of governments 
have been established in which system all citizens are 
treated equal. Today, people over the world are, more 
or less, free to choose their own governments, and 
are doing it. Even in countries in which Muslims are 
in minority, constitutionally they enjoy equal rights. 
Subjugation is out of question. Minority rights are being 
protected by internationally observed laws and enforced 
by some means or the other. Apart from China, another 
exception is the state of Israel. Governed by the Zionists 
who have created an apartheid system of government, 
the country has subjugated Palestinians, and, perhaps 
is the only country on the globe which can blow up 
25,000 civilian homes, occupy hundreds of thousands 
of acres, and force millions of original inhabitants into 
exile – with impunity. Zionist crimes are an exception 
in modern history, supported by the most stupid people 
of the Western world who have thus been undoing what 
was achieved by themselves since First World War, 
and, if not restrained by others, will drag the world 
down to the good old times, good old chaos, and good 
old oppression and lawlessness. The United States and 
Britain, followed by their tails, are playing the main role 
in turning back the clock to welcome a chaotic epoch in 
history. 

One might cite Myanmar as another example. Yes, the 
Myanmar regime could follow the Zionist footsteps. 
But unlike Israel, its terrorist policies have not yet been 
given a legal status. At the moment, criticism is strong 
and some boycott measures are in place. The woman 
who pretended to be struggling for people’s rights and 
won honours has been stripped off all her international 
awards. She cannot show her face at any global 
gathering without someone quipping: “What’s she doing 
here?” Disgraced, she is now a queen in hiding.

Some people would, and do, cite modern India as 
another example. But that reveals a huge failure of the 
intellect. Democracy and its institutions are deeply 
entrenched in this country, as are also in Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka – in short, in the entire 
sub-continent. 

Admittedly, a hundred years of hard work and sacrifices 
by some who apparently agree with the Zionist ideology, 
have succeed in inundating Indian towns and cities, 
fields and hearths, shops and industries with so much 
hatred for Muslims, that it might need more than a 
generation to evaporate. But, it has to evaporate. Why? 
It is because the Indian nature rejects it. The common 
people are slow in realizing that they are kept engaged 
fighting a false enemy so that wealth could be transferred 
– stealthily, and craftily – back to the community which 
lost it during the last few decades. Slow they might be, 
but one day they will realize it wholly, down the spine. 
Down the spine? Because there is every reason to 
believe that the chaotic outcome, by the time they 
realize, would have brought spine-breaking troubles 
for all. They also fail to realize that the acts of 
terrorism are a proxy … that he who commits is hired, 
who will ‘do away with’ anyone to earn some reason 
to live, and that planners are hiding far away from 

EdiTORiaL   SYEd iQBaL ZaHEER

an original indian Woman
A struggle is afoot to bring back sanity, prevent suppression of criticism, and refusal to accept 

hatred as the normal way of life. Hindus and Muslims will not soon begin to build temples 
and mosques side by side. But Indians will – more and more – accept the rising global 

culture of tolerance not merely of those who are culturally different, but also of those whose 
behaviour in personal life is at present judged as weird, writes SYED IQBAL ZAHEER.
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the places the acts are performed … are the very 
those they had not suspected. The general public will 
also witness the ill-consequences of fanatical way 
of conducting national affairs and personal lives. 
Attitudes will then change and those Indians who 
have lost their normalcy, will regain it, which will 
translate to they regaining their true nature, which is 
accommodation, and will learn the art of living in a 
cosmopolitan society. The Indian of the moment is 
not his natural self.

That said, one may ask: is the present situation 
such that some people could assume that they 
are subjugated? Far from that. India remains a 
democratic country, law and order is generally 
maintained, those who lynch, rape, and murder, are 
being prosecuted, police – especially at the higher 
cadre – is still neutral, and higher courts are free of 
bias. In fact, the law and order agencies – police and 
judiciary – have begun to realize, that it is they alone 
who can save the country from becoming a lawless 
land of rapists, murderers, and criminals of all class. 
At the moment, markets are still open to all those 
who can do honest trading, and those who are denied 
jobs have plenty of opportunities in areas of private 
business, industries and workshops. Lands are open 
for any willing to till, and educational institutions 
welcome those who would study. Talent, hard work, 
honesty and efficiency are valued without the inquiry 
of a person’s religious pursuance.

In addition, a struggle is afoot to bring back sanity, 
prevent suppression of criticism, and refusal to 
accept hatred as the normal way of life. Hindus and 
Muslims will not soon begin to build temples and 
mosques side by side. But Indians will – more and 
more – accept the rising global culture of tolerance 

not merely of those who are culturally different, but 
also of those whose behaviour in personal life is at 
present judged as weird.

We have said that Indians are primarily tolerant. 
They are also sympathetic. They are always with 
the underdog. They can also be pragmatic. If 
dissatisfied with their own ruling classes, they 
have demonstrated in the past, that they can even 
accept outsiders, and function normally under 
them as government servants, bureaucrats, and 
even as soldiers, always remaining faithful to 
healthy principles of life and demands of urbanity. 
Prejudiced they could be, and have been, (to the 
extent they are educated and exposed to false 
ideas), but it is a soft prejudice that allows for the 
observation of basic human rights of other than 
themselves to play its softening role.

Our statement is neither false, nor exaggerated. 
A single incident can illustrate what would need 
chapters in words. In a recent incident, a Muslim 
scholar, (Abdullah Abbas Nadwi of U.P.) dressed 
in the usual Mawlawi attire slipped down a moving 
train carriage falling into the tracks. Luckily he did 
not land on the rails. Passengers saw him falling, 
and kept shouting to him not to move, but stay 
motionless until the train is brought to a halt. When it 
did, he was pulled out unhurt, sound and whole. He 
was congratulated by the bystanders and passengers 
alike. When he went back to his seat, a non-Muslim 
woman took out a small sum and offered him saying, 
“Mawlawi sahib. Take this and spend it in charity in 
thanks to God who saved your life.”

That woman was not a saint. She was an original 
Indian. n

the saddest Day

at the time of the demolition of the babri 
Masjid in india, senior leader in the 

bharatiya Janata party (bJp), l. K. advani, 
wrote thus: “it was the saddest day in my life… 
i have seldom felt as dejected and downcast 
as i felt that day.” another leader of the same 
party, atal bihari Vajpayee, declaring “i am 
upset,” said in parliament that the “Ram 
temple should not be constructed by deceit 
and trickery.” he exhorted those who had 

participated in the demolition to come forward, 
take responsibility for their actions and face 
the consequences. advani spoke for both when 
he explained that: “We in the bJp had all 
along declared that our goal was to construct 
the Ram temple at Ramjanmbhoomi after 
respectfully relocating the mosque structure 
and that we would like to achieve this either by 
the due process of law or through an amicable 
settlement between the hindu and Muslim 
communities.” [Courtesy: https://theprint.in/
opinion/]
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147. “How is it possible that devils should 
have anything to do with a Book so lofty in its 
conception, so perfect in its execution, and so 
excellent in its teaching?” (Majid)

Mawdudi expounds: “Did they (the Quraysh) ever 
hear that a Satan summoned people to God through 
a soothsayer? Or asked people not to worship idols? 
Or warned them about retribution in the Hereafter? 
Or asked them to stop being unjust and to mend 

their immoral behavior? Did any Satan ever call 
people to righteous deeds, to truthful and honest 
ways of living, to a fair and appropriate behavior 
with God’s creations? Clearly, all this goes against 
the very grain of every Satan’s nature. A Satan’s 
nature is to divide people against one another and to 
call them to evil deeds. Furthermore, people tend to 
go to those soothsayers whom they believe to have 
connections with Satans and not to learn about God 
and piety.”

Commentary

146. Unable to explain the phenomenon of revelation, 
the Makkans said that probably a Jinn whispered these 
magical words into the Prophet’s ear. Early in his 
mission when revelation was delayed, a woman said 
to the Prophet, “Perhaps, your Devil has abandoned 
you.” (Thanwi, Shabbir and others)

In Asad’s words, “During the early years of his 
prophetic mission, some of Muhammad’s Meccan 
opponents tried to explain the rhetorical beauty and 
persuasiveness of the Qur’an by insinuating that he 

was a soothsayer (Kahin) in communion with all 
manner of dark forces and evil spirits (Shayateen).”

Some scholars have assumed Hasan as erring when 
he said that the text must be read as Shayatoon, rather 
than Shayateen, since there is no causative agent to 
change Shayatoon to Shayateen. Shayateen, the critics 
have pointed out, is the plural of Shaytan just as 
Basateen is the plural of Bustan. 

Zamakhshari, Qurtubi and Alusi present one or two 
other reasons to demonstrate why reading the text 
Shayateen as Shayatoon could be justified.

THE QUR’aN TaFSiR iSHRaQ aL-Ma’aNi, VOL. V

Verses from surah 26: 
al-shu`ara’ (the poets)

Makkan

translation and Commentary

Source: Ishraq al-Ma`ani
IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE KIND, THE COMPASSIONATE

[210] The Devils have not brought it down.146 

[211] It does not behoove them, neither are they able.147 
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148. Thus, Allah (swt) gave three reasons why the 
Devils could not have brought down the Qur’an: 
They are unfit and inappropriate for the task for, they 
are of corrupt nature, misguided, and misguiding. 
In contrast, the Qur’an is noble, and guides to the 
noble prohibiting 
the wrong and 
enjoining the right. 
They are dark matter 
while the Qur’an is 
Light. The two then 
stand in contrast. 
Secondly, they are 
not capacitated to 
bear such a burden. It 
had to be a powerful 
personality, like that 
of Jibril, to carry it 
down. Finally, they 
were prohibited from 
listening to any part of 
it, in fact, from picking 
one of its words. Such 
measures were taken to safeguard the Qur’an to such 
perfect degree as to allow for no doubt about its purity 
to surface up. Allah (swt) reported to us the situation of 

the Shayatin just before the Qur’anic revelations were 
to begin in words (72: 8-10), “And we touched on the 
heaven but found it filled with powerful guards and 
burning flames. And, we used to sit there in positions 
to (steal) a hearing but whoever listens now will find a 

burning flame lying in 
wait for him. And we do 
not know whether evil 
is intended for those on 
the earth or whether 
their Lord intends for 
them a right course.” 
(Ibn Kathir, reworded) 

Alusi however, has 
his own arguments 
to demonstrate that 
when the Qur’an said, 
“Indeed, they are 
banished from (its) 
hearing,” it meant that 
the Devils are barred 
from evesdropping on 

what the angels talk between themselves. Following 
this interpretation, a reworded translation would be, 
“Indeed, they are banished from hearing.”

allah (swt) gave three reasons why the Devils could 
not have brought down the Qur’an: they are unfit 

and inappropriate for the task for, they are of corrupt 
nature, misguided, and misguiding. in contrast, the 
Qur’an is noble, and guides to the noble prohibiting 

the wrong and enjoining the right. they are dark 
matter while the Qur’an is light. the two then stand 

in contrast. secondly, they are not capacitated to bear 
such a burden. it had to be a powerful personality, 

like that of Jibril, to carry it down. Finally, they were 
prohibited from listening to any part of it, in fact, from 

picking one of its words.

[212] Indeed, far from hearing are they removed.148 

[213] So, invoke not along with Allah any (other) deity, lest you should be one of those chastised. 

[214] And warn your clan, the nearest kinsmen.149 

149. Al-`Asheerah (clan) falls last in the genealogical 
group-listing of the past Arab times, as understood 
by some scholars. The listing has six groups, each 
headed by a renowned figure, a male descendant of 
the group above, and a progenitor of the group below: 
Al-Sha`b (e.g., `Adnan, Qahtan, etc.), al-Qabeelah 
(e.g., Rabi`ah, Mudar, etc.), al-`Imarah (e.g., Quraysh, 
Kinanah, etc.), al-Batn (`Abd Munaf, `Abd Makhzun, 
etc.), al-Fakhz (Banu Hashim, Banu Umayyah, etc.), 
and al-Faseelah or al-`Asheerah (Banu `Abbas, Banu 
`Abd al-Muttalib, etc.). Below this is no grouping and 
no one is left except a man and his progeny (Alusi).

The fact is not lost upon the non-Muslims that the 
Prophet was able to convert some of his nearest men 
and women to the faith he had brought while we know 

that the closest are the last to be impressed by any 
extraordinary person of theirs. Majid quotes: 

“What is very striking in the religious career of 
Muhammad (saws), at the beginning of his activity, is 
that the first converts were among the members of his 
own family and relatives. I believe that he is the only 
founder of religion who had the privilege of gaining to 
his cause those nearest to him either through blood or 
through close connection.” (Eduard Montet, quoted in 
Zaki Ali’s Islam in the World, p.5). 

‘The missionary spirit of Islam is no after-thought in 
its history; it inter-penentrates the religion from its 
beginning,’ says another Christian scholar. ‘As soon as 
the Prophet was convinced of his divine mission, his 
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`abd al-Wahid Dimashqi reported, “once i saw abu 
Darda’ delivering lessons to the people and offering 
the questioners his judicial opinions. While that was 
going on, some members of his household (perhaps 
his others) were busy chatting among themselves 

in another corner of the mosque. i said, ‘What’s the 
matter that the people are eager to receive knowledge 

from you, but your own kith and kin are right here, 
engaged in pleasantries?' he replied, “that is because 
i have heard the prophet say, ‘the most ascetic with 

reference to this world are the prophets, and the most 
difficult on them are their kindred.’”

earliest efforts were directed towards persuading his 
own family of the truth of the new doctrine... The first 
convert was his faithful wife, Khadijah (ra)… Among 
the earliest believers were his adopted children Zayd 
and `Ali, and his bosom friend Abu Bakr.’ (Arnold, 
Preaching of Islam, pp. 11-12) 

Hadith literature has several reports that tell us 
about how the Prophet reacted when he received 
these verses. One 
transmitted to us by 
Ibn `Abbas says that 
he climbed Mount 
Safa and called 
out, “O the sons of 
Fihr, the sons of 
`Adiyy,” calling out 
to the Quraysh. So 
the people gathered. 
Either a man came 
by himself or sent 
someone across to find 
out what the matter 
was. Some of the 
Quraysh, among them 
Abu Lahab came. The 
Prophet addressed 
them in words, “What will you say if I said that 
there is a cavalry at the foot of this mountain ready 
to launch an attack on you? Will you believe me?” 
They said, “Yes. We have not experienced a lie from 
you.” He said, “(Let me tell you that) I am a warner 
unto you in the face of a severe chastisement.” At that 
Abu Lahab said, “Perish be you the day long. Did 
you gather us just for this?” So Allah (swt) revealed, 
“Perished be the hands of Abu Lahab, and perish be 
he.” (Ibn Jarir) 

The report is in in Bukhari, Muslim and Ahmad. (Ibn 
Kathir)

Another narrative comes down through Abu 
Hurayrah. It says that when this verse “And warn 
your nearest kinsmen” was revealed, the Prophet 
invited the Quraysh, all of them, generally and 
specifically (to his house). He said, “O the sons of 
Ka`b b. Lu’ayy, save yourselves from the Fire. O the 
sons of Murra b. Ka`b, save yourselves from the Fire. 
O sons of `Abd Munaf, save yourselves from the Fire. 
O the sons of Hashim, save yourselves from the Fire. 
O sons of `Abd al-Muttalib, save yourselves from the 
Fire. O Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, save 

yourself from the Fire. By Allah, I cannot avail you at 
all against Allah except that you have kindred rights 
which I shall try to deliver you in full.” (Ibn Jarir, 
Razi) 

Muslim has preserved this hadith (Qurtubi). It is also 
in Tirmidhi and Ahmad (Ibn Kathir, Shawkani).

Ibn Jarir has another long report narrated by `Ali 
that speaks of how 
the Prophet got 
prepared dinner for 
his kindred, (some 
thirty to forty of them) 
when a small amount 
of food sufficed them 
all, although, each of 
them a devourer of 
great amounts. But 
Abu Lahab cut short 
the Prophet’s effort 
to address them at 
the end of the dinner, 
saying, “The man 
has worked magic on 
you” – referring to a 
small amount of food 

proving sufficient for so many. So, he invited them a 
second time and then a third time when he succeeded 
in addressing them. He told them, “O sons of `Abd al-
Muttalib, I do not know of any young man among the 
Arabs who brought them better than what he brought 
them. I have brought you the best of things of this and 
the next world. And I have been commanded to invite 
you to it. So, who will support me in this on promise 
that he will be my brother...” No one responded 
except `Ali. 

Ibn Kathir however points out that the chain of 
narration has one name `Abd al-Ghaffar, about 
whom most scholars have distrusted while `Ali b. 
al-Madini accused him of lies. However, the report 
seems to echo in others of similar nature, although 
not as long. One is in Ahmad, transmitted by `Ali 
himself that “when the above verse was revealed, 
the Prophet got his clansmen gathered together in 
his own house over dinner. After they were well fed 
and drunk – but the food and drink were as if they 
had not even been touched – he addressed them in 
words, ‘O Children of `Abd al-Muttalib! I have been 
sent to you in particular and the people in general. 
You have heard of this verse. So, who will pledge his 
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[215] And lower your wings to those of the believers who follow you.150 

hand that he will be my companion in Paradise?’ No 
one stood up in response. So I stood up, although the 
youngest among them. He told me, ‘Sit down.’ He 
appealed three times and every time it was I alone 
who responded. He would say, ‘Sit down.’ Until, at 
the third time he struck his hand on mine.” (That is, 
took the pledge) – Ibn Kathir.

It is a fair guess to say that the Prophet invited several 
of them at several times to warn them over the dinner.

Way into the practical world, Ibn Kathir warns how 
sometimes a man’s kindred can be the last one’s 

to accept his message. `Abd al-Wahid Dimashqi 
reported, “Once I saw Abu Darda’ delivering lessons 
to the people and offering the questioners his judicial 
opinions. While that was going on, some members of 
his household (perhaps his others) were busy chatting 
among themselves in another corner of the mosque. 
I said, ‘What’s the matter that the people are eager 
to receive knowledge from you, but your own kith 
and kin are right here, engaged in pleasantries?' He 
replied, “That is because I have heard the Prophet 
say, ‘The most ascetic with reference to this world are 
the Prophets, and the most difficult on them are their 
kindred.’”

[216] But if they disobey you,151 say, ‘I am free of responsibility for what you do.’ 

150. That is, treat them mildly (Ibn Jarir). To connect it 
with the previous verses: 'Warn thy kin; which would 
require some amount of plain speaking, or, as they 
would term, some harsh words, but once they have 

submitted to Allah, then, act kindly towards them.' 

Also see note 74 under Surah al-Hijr of this work 
(Au.).

151. That is, those of your kindred who refuse to obey you (Ibn Jarir).

[217] And place your trust152 in the All-Mighty, the All-Merciful.153 

152. What is Tawakkul? Zamakhshari tries one-liners: 
It is said that Tawakkul is “a man’s entrusting of an 
affair unto someone who has power over that affair 
and is able to harm or benefit.” [That is, he 
knows that the man he is trusting has the 
ability to harm or benefit him, yet, he trusts 
Allah (swt) more, and entrusts an affair 
to him, fearless of his ability to do harm: 
Au.]. Another definition is, “Mutawakkil is 
someone who when surprised by an affair, 
does not try to defend himself by means of 
that which is forbidden by Allah.” In other 
words, if a man is visited by a misfortune, 
and he asks someone to help him out, then he 
did not cross the boundaries of Tawakkul, for 
he did not employ sinful ways to overcome 
it.

153. That is, place your trust in One who is Mighty in 
dealing with His enemies, and Merciful towards those 
who turn to Him and do not disobey Him. (Ibn Jarir)

Mutawakkil is someone who when surprised 
by an affair, does not try to defend himself 

by means of that which is forbidden by 
allah. in other words, if a man is visited by a 
misfortune, and he asks someone to help him 
out, then he did not cross the boundaries of 
Tawakkul, for he did not employ sinful ways 

to overcome it.
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155. The meaning forwarded by Ibn `Abbas and 
`Ikrimah is that He sees your movements of standing, 
bowing down and prostrations in Prayers performed in 
the congregation, but Mujahid said that the implication 
is that the Prophet saw those who Prayed behind him, as 
he saw anyone in front of him. (This does not sound like 
a strong opinion: Qurtubi). A third meaning offered by 
Ibn `Abbas is that Allah sees the Prophet when he moves 
about among those devoted to His worship (Ibn Jarir, 
Zamakhshari, Razi).

Mujahid’s interpretation is in the Sahihayn (though not 
in explanation of this verse: Au.). They report severally 
that the Prophet said, “Straighten up your rows for I can 
see you from behind my back” (Ibn Kathir).

A kind of esoteric interpretation comes from an 
unexpected quarter. Qurtubi and Ibn Kathir (the latter 
from Bazzar and Ibn Abi Hatim) report that Ibn `Abbas 
said in explanation of the words, “And your movements 
amongst those who prostrate themselves” that the 
allusion is to his (the Prophet’s) movements from the 
back of one Prophet to the back of another Prophet until 
He (Allah) brought him out as a Prophet. This report is 
also in Tabarani and Abu Nu`aym’s Dala’il (Shawkani). 
In other words, the term “Sajideen” has been understood 
to be alluding to “Prophets.”

Alusi adds that although some have used this verse to 
prove that the Prophet’s parents were believers, as is 
the position of most of the Ahl al-Sunnah, and although 
he fears Kufr on the part of him who spoke of them 
disparagingly, yet, he does not think this verse can be 
used in evidence.

Shabbir quotes Abu Hayyan from his Tafsir, that the 
interpretation of Ibn `Abbas about the belief of the 
Prophet’s parents is a fabrication of the Shi`ah. Yet he 
also reports the opinion of Ibn Hajr as in his Zawaajir 
that, “Allah honored our Prophet by raising his parents 

who declared their faith in him.” He quotes Ibn `Abideen 
explaining how this can be reconciled with the reports 
that speak of his father being in the Fire, or Allah’s 
refusal to supplicate for his mother. (See Fath al-Mulhim, 
v.2, p. 535-6).

Haythami says in Majma` that the attribution to Ibn 
`Abbas is trustworthy since all the narrators are those of 
the Sihah works, except for one who was trustworthy too 
(Au.).

Although Zamakhshari does not state directly, but seems 
to imply that the allusion is to the Prophet’s eagerness 
to know how his followers were conducting themselves 
at the best time of devotion viz., the hours before dawn. 
It is reported that when Prayer in the depth of the night 
(Tahajjud) was declared non-obligatory, he went around 
the houses in the following nights to check how they 
were conducting themselves. To his gladness, he found 
the houses buzzing like bee-hives, with supplications, 
prayers and recitation of the Qur’an.

(To continue)

[218] Who sees you when you stand (in Prayer).154 

154. While Ibn `Abbas and Dahhak said the meaning 
is, “He sees you when you arise,” `Ikrimah and 
Qatadah said, “He sees you when you stand in 
Prayers.” Hasan (al-Busri) however thought it means, 

“He sees you when you are alone in Prayers, as He 
sees you when you are in a group.” This was also the 
opinion of `Ikrimah, `Ata al-Khurasani and Hasan al-
Busri. (Ibn Kathir, Shawkani)

[219] And your movements amongst the prostrate.155 

[220] He indeed, He is the All-hearing, the All-knowing. 

University of Sydney Professor 
Suspended for ‘Criticism of 

War Propaganda

Prof. Tim Anderson was suspended from his 
position as Senior Lecturer at the University of 

Sydney, Australia. This decision by the University’s 
Provost was largely motivated by Professor 
Anderson’s research and public statements on Syria, 
Iraq and Palestine including Anderson’s carefully 
documented book entitled The Dirty War on Syria. 
Through careful analysis, Professor Anderson 
reveals the ‘unspoken truth’: the ‘War on Terrorism’ 
is fake; the United States is a ‘State sponsor of 
terrorism’ involved in a criminal undertaking. 

[Courtesy: https://outlook.live.com]
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1. `Abdullah ibn `Amr reports the Prophet, that he 
said, “(With reference to the verse) For them are 
good tidings in the life of this world: “A believer’s 
true dream brings glad tiding to him; they are forty-
ninth part of prophethood. So, whoever experienced 
it, might inform others. But he who experienced 
what gives him anxiety, may spit on his left side, 
three times, and stay quiet, speaking not to anyone 
about it.” (Ahmad – Sahih)

Notes:

A true dream is true for that person alone who 
experienced it. He may inform others because others 
might have also seen the same kind of dream, and will 
gather strength thereby. However, the scholars have 
warned that neither can any 
rule be made in view of a true 
dream, nor has it a Shari`ah 
value of any sort. 

They could be of the nature 
of a piece of good news, or 
even a warning to him who 
experienced it. (Tibi, Mirqah)

Some reports state other 
figures and so it can be said 
that depending on how true 
the dream is, various figures have been mentioned by 
the Prophet: 25th, 46th, 49th, etc. (Tayseer bi Sharh Jami` 
Sagheer)

Other reports of similar nature mention “a righteous 
believer,” (and not simply a believer). Further, a thing 
being a part of something, does not make that thing; 
just like saying the words, “Laa ilaaha illa Allah” aloud 
does not make it the adhaan, although it is a part of 
adhaan. The Prophet has said, “Prophethood is gone, 
what remains is good tidings.” (Sharh Zarqani and 
others)

True dreams are a part of prophethood of such 

importance that the Prophet (saws) used to inquire 
after Fajr, whether anyone had experienced it. (Fayd al 
Qadeer)

True dreams are (from Allah), those which do not lead 
to self-conceit. (Ibn Battal)

True dreams are those which a man experiences in 
real life, what he saw in his dream. As for dreams that 
cause anxiety, (they are from Shaytan); they may not 
be spoken of to others because they might interpret 
it wrongly, (out of envy or antipathy), and it might 
actually happen that way, by Allah’s will. (Fayd al 
Qadeer and others)

Frequent occurrence of good dreams points to the 
inner purity, while frequent 
occurrence of bad dreams 
points to uncleanliness of the 
inner self. (Fayd al Qadeer: 
from Ghazali) 

Dreams coming true is not 
a necessary quality of true 
dreams. Sometimes they can 
just be of the nature of what 
pleases the soul (based on 
Ibn Battal). They can also be 
of the nature of inspiration 

of right tenets and doctrines in the heart, while one is 
asleep. (Sharh Tahrib)

The hadith is of the same nature as the Prophet’s 
statement: “The middle path in economy and finance is 
twenty-fourth part of prophethood,” meaning, it is the 
characteristic of the Prophets. On the other hand, true 
dreams are a light upon the Unseen. And, against fearful 
dreams apart from spitting, making wudu, doing some 
prayers are useful. When Khalid ibn Waleed told the 
Prophet, “My dreams scare me,” he said, “Say: ‘I seek 
Allah’s protection with the complete words, against the 
evil of the created.” Khalid (ra) said later, “I wouldn’t care 
a hoot for what I saw thereafter.” (Tibi in Sharh Mishkah)

THE HadiTH MiFTaH aL-Ma'aNi

selections from Kitab al-Iman
 of Miftah al-Ma`ani

the prophet’s statement: 
“the middle path in economy 

and finance is twenty-fourth 
part of prophethood,” meaning, 

it is the characteristic of the 
prophets. on the other hand, 

true dreams are a light upon the 
unseen. 
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2. On Abu Hurayra’s authority, the Prophet said, “A 
believer’s example is like grass. Winds bend it down. A 
believer (comfortably) receives the calamities. On the 
other hand, the example of a hypocrite is like a pine 
tree. It does not bend down (under wind pressure) 
until it is cut down.”

Notes:

In actual fact, calamities are lessened for an unbeliever 
in this world, so that they are not lessened in the Next 
World. And Tibi has remarked that the words, “until it 
is cut down,” are indicative that he dies an evil death. 
(Mir`ah)

3. On Abu Hurayra’s authority, the Prophet said, 
“Allah is Jealous, and a believer too is jealous, and 
Allah’s jealousy is that the believer should commit 
what He has been forbidden.” (Muslim)

Notes:

Jealousy, (not in the common 
sense) is an attribute of Allah 
that the believers imitate. 
Accordingly, they get upset 
and angry when Allah’s 
commands are ignored. 

“Allah’s Jealousy” is also 
explained as His disapproval. 
(Al-Tanwir)

4. Abu Hurayrah says, 
“I met the Prophet while I was in a state of major 
impurity. I strolled with him until he sat down. (When 
he did that) I slipped out, went up to the house, 
washed myself and went back. He was still sitting 
there. He asked, ‘Where were you?’ I explained, ‘You 
met me while I was in a state of major impurity; 
and wouldn’t like to sit with you while I was in that 
state, so I went back and washed myself. He said, 
‘Allah (swt) be glorified! A believer is never impure.’” 
(Bukhari)

Notes:

A believer is never impure physically, man or woman, 
dead or alive. In fact, an unbeliever is never physically 
impure either. As for the Qur’an saying, “Surely, the 
pagans are unclean,” the allusion is to their beliefs and 
not to their bodies. As for Ibn `Abbas saying that their 
physical bodies are unclean, like the bodies of pigs, or 
for Hasan al-Basri’s opinion that whoever shook hands 
with an unbeliever, may redo his ablution, that seems to 

be out of exaggeration. Most scholars allow handshake 
with those needing major ablution, and intermingling 
with them. The hadith is also evidential that ablution can 
be delayed to a convenient time, and that a believer is not 
impure, but rather, he is in a “state of impurity.” (Mirqah 
and others)

Further, as Ibn `Abbas has said, a man needing major 
ablution does not render water impure, if he dips his 
hands in it. So also, a Jew or a Christian is not (najis) 
impure. (`Umdatu al Qari from Baghawi)

Abu Hurayrah’s hesitance to be in the Prophet’s company 
while he was in a state of impurity gives us an idea of 
how deep and profound was the respect the Companions 
had for the Prophet. (Al-Tasweer al Nabawi)

When asked the reason of his absence, Abu Hurayrah 
could have simply said, “Something urgent.” But his 

frank narration of the reason 
speaks of his frankness, 
and, perhaps his hope that 
the Prophet would make a 
correction, a guess which 
came out true. (Au.)

The Prophet uttering “Glory 
to Allah,” after he heard Abu 
Hurayrah’s narrative tells 
something about his regard for 
believers. As if to say, “How 
could you say of a believer 
that he is impure?” (Au.)

5. On Abu Hurayra’s authority, the Prophet (saws) 
said, “Do not name grape vine as ‘karam’ because it 
is a believer who is ‘karam.’  (According to another 
report: “because, it is a believer’s heart which is 
‘karam.’”)

Notes:

The word ‘karam’ was used by the Arabs for ‘vine, 
grapes, and wine made out of grapes.’ But, due to the 
high position a believer occupies in the sight of his Lord, 
the Prophet did not approve of a term which happens to 
be his quality, but which the common people use for wine 
and what is related to wine. Another connation of ‘karam’ 
is being honorable, respectable, etc. Accordingly, it is 
said, ‘an honorable (karam) man, an honorable (karam) 
woman etc., where the word ‘karam’ is in the sense of 
‘kareem.’ Apart from `inab, the Prophet suggested another 
word: ‘hablah.’ (`Umdatu al-Qari, Suyuti, and many 
others) n

on abu hurayra’s authority, 
the prophet said, “a believer’s 

example is like grass. Winds 
bend it down. a believer 
(comfortably) receives the 

calamities. on the other hand, the 
example of a hypocrite is like a pine 
tree. it does not bend down (under 

wind pressure) until it is cut down.”
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Historians have widely discredited the narrative that the prevalence of Islam in the 
world today can be explained as a result of forced conversions. Without denying that 

there may have been some exceptional cases of forced conversion―in blatant violation 
of clear Islamic directives―this article describes some of the prominent factors in 

the Islamization of different regions of the world in history, including daʿwah, trade, 
intermarriage, migration, influencers, Islam’s emphasis on justice and unity, and the 

universality of Islam. The examples used in this article are not exhaustive, but they help 
us develop an appreciation of the complex nature of the spread of Islam, a process which 
certainly cannot be oversimplified into a slogan such as ‘Islam was spread by the sword.’

Introduction

In 1993, the historian Richard 
Eaton claimed that “Islam 
was history’s first truly global 

civilization.” While the present 
status of the Muslim Ummah 
(community) as a functional 
“civilization” is up for discussion, 
the scope referenced by Eaton is 
more accurate today than ever: 
Islam     today is undeniably a global 
dīn (way of life), professed by an 
estimated 1.8 billion people as of 

2015. For some, the prevalence 
of one of the world’s youngest 
religions can only be explained 
by the ‘fact’ that, historically, 
Islam ‘spread by the sword’―that 
is, through systematic forced 
conversion. […] This is a very 
shallow assertion. However, [it 
is one which] does raise another 
important question: if Islam was 
not spread by the sword, what 
are the factors that have led to 
its prevalence across the world 
today?

The current article discusses these 
factors and their role in Islam’s 
historical trajectory in different 
regions of the world. This analysis 
is organized in the following 
way. The first section covers five 
prominent factors that explain 
how non-Muslims were exposed 
to the message of Islam: daʿwah, 
trade, intermarriage, migration and 
influencers. The second section 
covers three prominent factors 
which primarily explain why non-
Muslims embraced this message 

HiSTORY HaSSaM MUNiR 

Did islam spread by the sword? (part-1)
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after they were exposed to it: Islam’s 
emphasis on justice and unity, and 
the universality of Islam.

It is important to note that this is 
not an exhaustive list―in fact, 
every individual convert had his, 
or her, own particular experiences 
that led them to embrace the faith. 
However, to discuss each case 
would be redundant, even if it were 
possible. It is, therefore, necessary 
to generalize the discussion on the 
spread of Islam for the sake of a 
meaningful analysis, but not in such 
a way as to lose sight of the reality: 
there have been virtually countless 
different means used to deliver the 
message of Islam, and countless 
different reasons for accepting it.

I: The Spread of the Message

Daʿwah

Daʿwah, or the act of inviting 
others to engage with the message 
of Islam, follows naturally from the 

Muslim’s obligatory concern for 
humanity’s success and salvation. 
“Invite (udʿū) all to the Way of your 
Lord with wisdom and kind advice” 
(16:125) is a clear Qurʾānic directive 
to Muslims. Allāh (swt) also informs 
Prophet Muhammad (saws) of his 
mission in the Qurʾān (33:45-6): 
“O Prophet! We have sent you as 
a witness, and a deliverer of good 
news, and a warner, and a caller 
(dāʿī) to [the Way of] Allāh by His 
command, and a beacon of light.” 
After the Prophet (saws), every 
member of the Muslim Ummah 
shares in the responsibility of 
daʿwah to the extent they are able.

An early dāʿī was Muʿādh ibn Jabal, 
sent by the Prophet (saws) to give 
daʿwah in Yemen and Hadramawt. 
The importance of this task is 
indicated in a letter sent by the 
Prophet to his contacts in Yemen 
after dispatching Muʿādh, in which 
he said, “I have sent you my best 
man.” According to the historian, 

Ibn Ishāq, the Prophet (saws) also 
instructed Muʿādh on the manner of 
daʿwah before he left, including the 
following: “Be tolerant, not harsh; 
spread the word, and do not alienate 
them.” Bukhārī and Muslim also 
recorded a version of this narration. 

Muʿādh was constantly on the move 
throughout the region, not settling 
in one place for too long, so as to 
maximize the reach of his daʿwah. It 
is noteworthy that this same region 
soon became the point of departure 
for traveling scholars and merchants 
who introduced Islam to many parts 
of the world, such as Madagascar, 
parts of Southeast Asia (as discussed 
below), and elsewhere. As one 
scholar has noted, “there exists 
archeological evidence pointing to 
a Yemeni mosque—what exactly 
that means is open to debate—in 
Quangzhou from the eleventh 
century, and to a tombstone from 
Mogadishu dated 1358.” 

The role of the daʿwah efforts 
of Sufi Muslims in the spread of 
Islam is widely recognized. An 
archeological study of the oldest 
surviving Islamic monuments in 
present-day western Kazakhstan 
concluded that these were “built 
under the influence of the Sufi 
strand of Islam, which retained its 
influence in the Kazakh steppes 
until the early fifteenth century,” 
indicating that Sufism played an 
important role in the initial spread of 
Islam in this region. This reinforces 
earlier suggestions of the influence 
of traveling Sufis such as Abū’l-
Hasan al-Kalamātī and Abū’l-
Hasan al-Usbānīkathī (both fl. 10th 
century) in the spread of Islam in 
Central Asia, particularly during the 
period of Sāmānid rule (819-999).

Similarly, Sufism played a leading 
role in the Islamization of Kashmir, 
a disputed territory in the foothills 
of the Himalayas with a population 
that is currently upwards of 95% 
Muslim. It is difficult to pinpoint 

Da'wah, or the act of inviting others to engage with the mes-
sage of islam, follows naturally from the Muslim’s obligatory 

concern for humanity’s success and salvation.
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the beginning of the Islamization 
of Kashmir, but there are records 
of a Syrian Muslim military 
general arriving there, possibly as 
a prisoner of war, as early as 711. 
There are also records of Kashmir’s 
Hindu kings requesting Islamic 
scholars to be sent to their courts, 
ordering the Qur’an to be translated 
into the Kashmiri language, and 
employing Muslims in their court 
administration and army. 

However, the more precisely 
traceable history of Islam in 
Kashmir dates to 1323, when 
the Buddhist ruler of Kashmir, 
Lha (also known as Rinchen), 
“subjected himself to the teachings 
of the religion of Mustafa [i.e., 
the Prophet (saws)], and the right 
principles of the truthful path of 
Murtaza [i.e., ʿAlī ibn Abī Tālib], 
and embraced the Islamic religion 
with sincerity and conviction.” 
Lha (after conversion, Mālik Sadr 
al-Dīn) was an “inquisitive and 

alert” young man, “fond of the 
company of learned men,” and he 
had been inspired during a meeting 
with a travelling Sufi scholar 
known as Bulbul Shah (d. 1327), 
reportedly because he found that 
Islam was “simple, free from useless 
ceremonies, caste and priesthood.”

Mālik died shortly after his 
conversion, but not before he helped 
Bulbul Shah establish a khanqah 
(a Sufi school) and a langar khāna 
(community kitchen) that fed the 
poor of all backgrounds twice a day. 
Many Kashmiris converted at the 
hands of Bulbul Shah. One of his 
students, Ahmad, later became the 
chief Islamic scholar of Kashmir 
under Shah Mīr, Mālik’s former 
chief minister and also a Muslim, 
who came to power in 1339. Thus 
began the Shah Mīrī (or Swati) 
dynasty; his descendants ruled 
Kashmir for the next two centuries. 
It was during this time that another 
Sufi scholar, Mīr Sayyid ʿAlī al-

Hamdānī (d. 1385), came to the 
region to teach Islam, ushering in 
the second wave of da‘wah to Islam 
in Kashmir. In addition to Kashmir, 
the widely-traveling Hamdānī is 
known for his da‘wah in parts of 
Syria, Iraq, Khawarzm, Central 
Asia, India, and possibly even 
Sarandīp (Sri Lanka).

A prominent example of Sufi 
daʿwah is that of the Ba ʿAlawi 
tarīqah (order) started by 
Muhammad ibn ʿAlī al-Faqīh al-
Muqaddam (d. 1255) of Hadramawt 
in Yemen; hence the Ba ʿAlawis 
are also referred to as Hadramīs. 
Due in large part to a shift in trade 
routes due to the Mongol conquest 
of Baghdad in 1258 (discussed in 
detail below), starting in the 14th 
century, members of the Ba ʿAlawi 
tarīqah increasingly traveled to 
the Malay-Indonesian Archipelago 
via India for trade, migration, and 
daʿwah. As Ulrike Freitag has noted 
in her study of Islam in this region, 

the early emergence of Muslim communities on the Malabar Coast in southwestern india is a 
fitting example of the role of trade in the spread of islam. the pre-islamic arabs and persians 
frequently visited the ports of the Malabar Coast to trade with merchants coming from further 
east. these connections were so strong that there is a mosque, called Cheraman Jami' Masjid 
(see image below), that is widely believed to have been originally built by Muslim traders in 

630 during the lifetime of prophet Muhammad (saws). 



YOUNG MUSLIM DIGEST - JaNUarY 201924

“the emergence of Sufism, and from 
the twelfth century onwards the Sufi 
orders, offered religious practices 
which were attractive to non-
Muslims as well. Charismatic Sufis 
who knew how to read and write, 
who practiced medicine […] drew 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike into 
their circles.”

Other reasons for why the Sufi 
daʿwah of the Ba ʿAlawi was so 
effective in this region―given that 
some 250 million Muslims live in 
Southeast Asia today―are outlined 
elsewhere in this article, though 
more research on their impact is 
needed. As Syed Farid Alatas has 
noted, discussion of their daʿwah 
has been “conspicuously absent in 
the literature on the history of Islam 
in Southeast Asia.”

Some indicators of the effectiveness 
of daʿwah in the spread of Islam 
are seen in the frantic measures 
taken by some authorities to try 
to prevent Muslims from carrying 
out daʿwah work. The enslaved 
Muslims brought by early Spanish 
colonizers to the “New World,” 
for example, often escaped and 
ran away, finding refuge in Native 
American settlements. The Spanish 

authorities feared both the spread 
of Islam in their colonies and the 
prospect of joint African–Native 
American rebellions. The depth 
of their anxiety was reflected in 
the severity of punishments; one 
runaway slave who was plausibly 
Muslim was recaptured and boiled 
to death in Costa Rica in 1540, 
and two Muslims were condemned 
(one to death, one to life in prison) 
in 1560 for “having practiced and 
spread Islam in Cuzco, Peru.” On 
five different occasions in the 16th 
century, Spanish authorities passed 
legislation in efforts to limit the 
influx of Muslim slaves into the 
colonies; they were described as an 
“inconvenience,” at least partially 
due to their daʿwah activity.

Following in this tradition, Muslims 
have given daʿwah in different 
ways virtually everywhere they 
have gone, and it is therefore not 
far-fetched to claim that daʿwah has 
been the most important factor in the 
spread of Islam. Every example of 
conversion to Islam that is described 
in this article involves daʿwah in 
some form.

Trade

The Prophet Muhammad (saws) 

himself was a merchant at one stage 
of his life, and trade has historically 
been instrumental in the spread of 
his message. The lands that came 
under Muslim rule after the early 
conquests included some of the most 
important trade routes (e.g., large 
parts of the Silk Road), commercial 
centres (e.g., Damascus), and ports 
(e.g., Aden) of the pre-modern 
world. The Muslims also inherited 
the ever-lucrative spice trade 
flowing across the Indian Ocean. 
As Muslim merchants traveled, they 
inevitably―and, it may be assumed, 
often very deliberately―exposed 
non-Muslims to their beliefs, values, 
and way of life.

The early emergence of Muslim 
communities on the Malabar Coast 
in southwestern India is a fitting 
example of the role of trade in the 
spread of Islam. The pre-Islamic 
Arabs and Persians frequently visited 
the ports of the Malabar Coast to 
trade with merchants coming from 
further east. These connections were 
so strong that there is a mosque, 
called Cheraman Jāmiʿ Masjid, that 
is widely believed to have been 
originally built by Muslim traders in 
630―during the lifetime of Prophet 
Muhammad (saws). 

it is arguably no coincidence that China’s oldest and largest mosque - the great Mosque of Xi’an 
(see image above), thought to have been built in 742 Ce - stands in the city (then known as 

Chang’an) that marked the easternmost point of the silk Road. in addition to Chang’an, early persian 
and arab Muslim merchants also traveled by sea to guangzhou, Quanzhou, and Kaifeng; the abbsid 

ruler al-Mansr (d. 775) boasted that there were no obstacles for trade between his new capital, 
baghdad, and these commercial centers. 
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The narrative of the origins of 
this mosque is unverifiable, but 
it does indicate the possibility of 
a very early Muslim presence on 
the Malabar Coast. The Muslim 
traders who settled in Malabar and 
intermixed with the local population 
came to form the Māppila Muslim 
community that is prevalent in the 
region today. By the 10th century, 
according to the ʿAbbāsid historian 
al-Masʿūdī, a settlement called 
Saymur (south of present-day 
Mumbai) was home to about 10,000 
Muslims. Many of these are likely to 
have been indigenous converts, the 
“great majority” of them embracing 
Islam to escape their status as 
downtrodden, low-caste Hindus.

Looking further east, it is arguably 
no coincidence that China’s oldest 
and largest mosque―the Great 
Mosque of Xi’an, thought to have 
been built in 742 CE―stands in 
the city (then known as Chang’an) 
that marked the easternmost point 
of the Silk Road. In addition to 
Chang’an, early Persian and Arab 
Muslim merchants also traveled 
by sea to Guangzhou, Quanzhou, 
and Kaifeng; the ʿAbbāsid ruler 
al-Mansūr (d. 775) boasted that 
there were no obstacles for trade 
between his new capital, Baghdad, 
and these commercial centers. An 
estimated 120,000 “non-Chinese,” 
including Muslims, Christians, 
Jews, and Zoroastrians, were killed 
in Guangzhou in 877 during a 
rebellion, providing us with a sense 
of how many Muslims (most of 
them merchants) traveled to and 
settled in Guangzhou alone. Trade 

took Muslims as far as “al-Shīla” 
(Korea), where many of them had 
settled by the late 800s. 

In the case of Southeast Asia, there 
is evidence dating as far back as the 
7th century that Arab traders were 
active in the region, especially in 
Sumatra (Indonesia). A shipwreck 
found off the coast of Java and 
dated to the year 960 included a 
stone mold to make medallions 
that read “al-mulk lillāhi al-wāhid 
al-qahhār” (“All Sovereignty is 
Allāh’s, the One and Only, the 
Dominator”). By the 10th century, 
communities of Muslim traders 
had started to settle in Southeast 
Asia, the most prominent of them 
in Champa (Vietnam), from which 
the present-day Cham Muslims of 
Cambodia and Vietnam originate. 
By the 11th century they were 
active in present-day Brunei and the 
Philippines. 

A key turning point in the 
Islamization of Southeast Asia was 
the Mongol conquest of Baghdad 
in 1258. Given the damage done to 
infrastructure and the breakdown 
of authority in Iraq, the Persian 
Gulf and the Tigris-Euphrates river 
system could no longer serve as the 
primary trade route for the spice 
trade from the Indian Ocean to the 
Mediterranean, including rising 
European markets. The Red Sea 
route rose to prominence, including 
the ports of Alexandria, Cairo, 
Jeddah, Aden (from where Hadramī 
dāʿīs often embarked, headed east), 
Cambay (Gujarat and Mumbai), 
Calicut, and Pisai (Malacca and 

Aceh). Freitag has noted that 
“the presence of high status and 
economically successful [Muslim] 
merchants seems in itself to have 
provided an example which seemed 
well worth emulating. Conversion 
to the faith of the economic elite 
held advantages such as the promise 
of becoming part of an international 
commercial network.”

By the 14th century, the spread 
of Islam across Southeast Asia 
was well underway, peaking with 
the prosperity of the Sultanate of 
Malacca (1403-1511); notably, 
the rulers of Cambay and Aceh 
were also Muslim by the early 
15th century. According to the 
Portuguese apothecary Tomé Pires, 
who visited Malacca in 1507, it 
was the most important city in the 
world, and whoever controlled it 
“shall have his hands on the throat 
of Venice”―a reference to Europe’s 
reliance on the spice trade that 
flowed through the city.

The spread of Islam in Eastern 
Europe offers another example 
of the central role of trade in this 
process. In the late 1930s, an Arabic 
silver coin dating from the time of 
the Umayyad ruler Marwān II (r. 
744-50) was found in the village of 
Potoci in Herzegovina. In nearby 
Hungary, Muslims had served as 
minters and money-changers for the 
court, had been heavily involved 
in the customs system, and had 
controlled the production and 
sale of salt, all before the Golden 
Bull of 1222 declared that no 
Muslim or Jew could serve in the 

in the case of southeast asia, there is evidence dating as far back as the 7th century that 
arab traders were active in the region, especially in sumatra (indonesia). a shipwreck 
found off the coast of Java and dated to the year 960 included a stone mold to make 

medallions that read “al-mulk lillahi al-wahid al-qahhar” (“all sovereignty is allah’s, the 
one and only, the Dominator”). by the 10th century, communities of Muslim traders had 

started to settle in southeast asia, the most prominent of them in Champa (Vietnam), from 
which the present-day Cham Muslims of Cambodia and Vietnam originate.
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administration. Much earlier, King 
Ladislas I (r. 1077-95) had referred 
to certain merchants in Hungary, 
called “Ishmaelites” who had 
nominally converted to Christianity 
but continued to profess and practice 
Islam. And in 2013, excavations at 
a cemetery in Orosháza revealed 
that the bodies had been buried 
with their heads facing south (i.e., 
in the direction of the Kaʿbah, as 
per Islamic practice). The village 
also showed an unusual “lack of pig 
bones” and the presence of measuring 
devices, strongly suggesting that its 
inhabitants were Muslim merchants. 

Another case of trade serving as the 
avenue for the spread of Islam is that 
of East, Central, and West Africa. 
Due to their proximity, Arabia and 
East Africa had a long pre-Islamic 
history of close political and trade 
relations. Soon after the advent of 
Islam, merchants took the lead in 
introducing the faith to this region. 
The East Africans developed and 
maintained close ties with Muslim 
outposts in the Indian Ocean, 
especially the ports of Yemen, the 
Persian Gulf, and India; this brought 
with it so much cultural exchange 
that Ibn Battūtah, traveling in the 
1300s, noticed that the same food he 
had enjoyed in Mogadishu (Somalia), 
Mombasa (Kenya) and Kilwa 
(Tanzania) was offered to him in 
Sarandīp (Sri Lanka). The merchants’ 
“delivery” of Islam was bolstered by 
a steady stream of refugees coming 
from Arabia in the 7th-10th centuries, 
many of them fleeing civil wars or 
natural disasters. One of them, ʿAlī 
ibn al-Hasan Shirāzī, later established 
the Kilwa Sultanate, which at its 

peak covered the entire Swahili 
Coast. Despite all of this trade and 
settlement, it was not until the 13th 
century that the Islamization of East 
Africa started to accelerate.

The baqt in Sudan played a key role 
in the spread of Islam in East-Central 
Africa. In 652, having completed the 
conquest of Egypt, Muslim forces 
moved south and met Nubian forces 
at Dongola (Sudan). Rather than 
press for a fight, the two sides agreed 
to a baqt, or peace agreement, which 
was remarkably honored for six 
centuries. The baqt enabled Muslim 
scholars and traders to travel freely in 
the region, thereby introducing Islam 
to the Nubians. During the early 9th 
century, large deposits of gold and 
emeralds were discovered in the 
desert south of Aswan. This prompted 
Egypt’s Arab Bedouin tribes, many of 
whom had firmly embraced Islam by 
this point, to migrate into this region, 
and, over time, to penetrate deep into 
present-day Sudan and settle down. 
It is clear that the spread of Islam in 
this region took centuries, and Islam 
could be said to have supplanted 
Christianity in the area of Nubia only 
by the 14th century at the earliest. 

In the Central-West African region, 
too, Islam was introduced by Muslim 
merchants from North Africa. It 
is no coincidence that some of the 
first towns to develop a significant 
Muslim population in this region 
were Awdaghust (Mauritania) 
and Tadmekka (Mali), two of the 
southern termini of the famous Trans-
Saharan trade route. The geographer 
Ibn Hawqal (d. c. 988) recorded 
that Kumbi Saleh, the capital of the 

Ghana Empire, had a neighborhood 
of Muslim merchants. Around the 
years 1009 and 1040, respectively, 
the kings of Takrur (Senegal) and 
Gao (Mali) had embraced Islam. By 
1085, Islam was spreading quickly 
in Kanem (Chad-Nigeria). These 
developments, virtually all initiated 
by Muslim merchants, paved the 
way for powerful Afro-Muslim 
empires such as that of Mansa Musa, 
which, in turn, facilitated the further 
spread of Islam in the region, as 
described above. And, as was the 
case in many places, Islamization 
here was a very long process, and 
was still observably underway when 
the German explorer Heinrich Barth 
traveled through the region in the 
1850s. n

(To be continued)
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More than half of China's pigs are raised in unhygienic backyards that are virtually 
impossible to regulate. Many pigs are also fed kitchen waste, or swill, which may contain 

infected pork.

China's African swine 
fever outbreak is creeping 
toward Southeast Asia, 

alarming authorities and pig 
farmers alike. Since August, 
when it was first detected in 

the northwestern province of 
Liaoning, near North Korea, the 
highly virulent pathogen has 
spread to 20 Chinese provinces. 

More than 70 outbreaks have 
been reported, and more than 
600,000 hogs have been culled. 
The number is a tiny percentage 
of China's more than 700 million 
pigs, which make up about 
55% of the global population, 
according to the United 
Nations' Food and Agriculture 
Organization.

Pork is the primary meat in China, 
which means African swine fever, 
sometimes dubbed ASF, has 
the potential to undermine the 
country's food industry and affect 
global food supplies. There is no 

vaccine. At the beginning of this 
month, the virus was detected in 
the village of Guanfang, in the 
southwestern province of Yunnan, 
less than 200 km from Myanmar 
and Laos.

[Just recently], Thailand's 
Department of Livestock 
Development reported that ASF 
had been detected in sausages that 
Chinese tourists had brought with 
them on a flight from the city of 
Chengdu to Chiang Rai, according 
to Thai media reports. Chiang Rai 

is located in the north of Thailand, 
near Myanmar and Laos. The 
department in September banned 
the import of pigs and pork 
products, stationing personnel at 
borders and in airports to enforce 
a quarantine, according to earlier 
news reports.

Jeerasak Pipattanapongsophon, 
Deputy Director-General of 
Thailand's Department of 
Livestock Development, last 
month admitted the situation is 
grim. "If the disease spreads into 
Thailand," he said, "it will cause 
massive damage to the country's 
pig-farm industry."

Thailand's pork industry, 
worth $3.3 billion a year, is 
considered the region's most 
advanced. Charoen Pokphand 
Foods and Betagro together 
account for some 40% of 
production. By some estimates, up 
to 80% of Thai pork is raised on 
large farms, which should improve 
biosecurity and quality. Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam raise 
hogs in far more basic conditions.

Vietnam is taking similar 
measures as Thailand, and 
Cambodia, which sits between 
the countries, is trying to raise 
awareness of the outbreak and 

HEaLTH dOMiNic FaULdER

african swine Fever Closes in on southeast asia: 
thailand, Vietnam and neighboring Countries 

scramble to prevent Contagion
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work with officials in neighboring 
countries.

In Myanmar, 90% of "domestic 
pork production currently relies on 
smallholders" and is "inefficient 
by international standards," 
according to the Myanmar Times. 
The situation is similar to that in 
China, which leaves the country 
vulnerable to the outbreak.

In Cambodia, there are fears 
the fever could decimate the 
country's pork industry. "[ASF] is 
a major concern for our farmers," 
Srun Poav of the Cambodian 
Livestock Raisers Association told 
The Phnom Penh Post in early 
September. "If this disease spreads 
to our country, the industry could 
collapse. The virus could kill all 
the pigs in the country within 
a week of its introduction in 
Cambodia."

The speed of transmission is of 
particular concern. Vincent ter 
Beek, editor of Pig Progress, 
an animal husbandry magazine, 
noted that in Europe it took the 
virus eleven years to travel 3,000 
km from Georgia to the Czech 
Republic. 

“In China, however, the virus 
spread from Shenyang in 
northern China to Wenzhou, 
south of Shanghai, in about three 
weeks,” he said. “That equals a 

distance of 2,100km.”

More than half of China's hogs are 
raised in unhygienic backyards 
that are virtually impossible to 
regulate. Many pigs are also fed 
kitchen waste, or swill, which may 
contain infected pork. Chinese 

authorities have implicated swill 
in 23 ASF cases investigated 
so far, while only one case 
has involved a wild boar. The 
exceptionally robust pathogen 
can also be transmitted by ticks 
and in pork products. People can 
also spread the virus if it gets 
on their shoes or clothing or in 
their vehicles, though the virus is 
harmless to humans.

In early September, the 
U.N.'s Food and Agriculture 
Organization convened an 
emergency conference in Bangkok 
to review the threat from China. 
Officials from Cambodia, China, 
Japan, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, 

the Philippines, South Korea, 
Thailand and Vietnam received 
a dire warning from Wantanee 
Kalpravidh, Asia Regional 
Manager for the FAO's Emergency 
Centre for Transboundary Animal 
Diseases. “It's critical that this 
region be ready for the very real 
possibility that ASF could jump 
the border into other countries,” 
she said.

A case has already been reported 
in central Japan. As a result, 
Taiwan has banned imports 
of live pigs, pork, and related 
products from Japan. The island's 
government has also banned 
the online sale of meat products 
from China, according to Focus 
Taiwan.

North Korea is a wild card. The 
border it shares with China is 
close to where the outbreak began, 
but the country is known for its 
reporting deficiencies.

On top of the ASF threat, Beijing 
in July slapped a 25% tariff on 
American pork imports. Since a 
pork shortage has the potential 
to apply significant inflationary 
pressure and spark social unrest, 
the government maintains frozen 
pork reserves as a safeguard. n

[Courtesy: https://asia.nikkei.com/
Economy/]

China is suffering the most. 
Chinese are the world's 

most voracious pork eaters, 
with the average person 
consuming 28.5kg every 

year, according to statista, a 
statistics portal. 
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A Uighur Muslim woman and 
mother of three said she was 
tortured and abused at an 

internment camp where the Chinese 
government is detaining hundreds of 
thousands of people from religious 
minorities. She also told Congressional 
committee this week that she suffered 
the loss of a child in this wrath. She 
initiated for U.S. to take action against 
China’s mass detention of the Muslim 
minority. According to Independent 
News, Mihrigul Tursun, 29 of age, told 
reporters in Washington of having been 
interrogated for four days in a row 
without sleep. She was forced to have 
her hair shaved, got electrocuted and 
was subjected to an intrusive medical 
examination following her second arrest 
in China in 2017. After she was arrested 
a third time, the treatment grew worse. 
she told journalists at a meeting at the 
National Press Club: “I thought that I 
would rather die than go through this 
torture and begged them to kill me. They 
told me my mother and son had died. My 
father was serving life in prison and that 
my family was torn apart because of me.” 

The claims come amid growing global 
concern over Chinese treatment of the 
ethnic minority group, the majority of 
which are Muslim. China is thought 
to have incarcerated as many as two 
million Uighurs in “re-education camps” 
to promote what the government calls 
“ethnic unity” in the country’s far west. 
Until October 2018, Chinese authorities 
officially denied the existence of the 
camps. Since then, reports have noted 
malnourishment, numerous deaths, 
particularly among the elderly and 

infirm, and in some cases the forced 
administration of psychiatric drugs 
persisted. The victim said she was raised 
in China, but shifted to Egypt to study 
and soon met her husband with whom 
she had triplets. In 2015, she returned 
to China to spend time with her family. 
However, she was immediately detained 
and separated from her infant children. 
When she was released three months 
later, the shattering news of death of one 
of the triplets bombarded. Meanwhile, 
the other two had developed health 
problems. This is because the children 
had been operated on. The Muslim 
woman, according to the Times, again 
got arrested, after two years. She was 
then detained again after several months, 
now third time, and spent three months 
in a congested prison cell along with 60 
other women. They slept in turns, used 
the toilet in front of security cameras and 
sang songs praising China’s Communist 
Party.

Ms Tursun said she and other victims 
were forced to take unknown medication, 
including pills that made them faint. Nine 
women from her cell had also died during 
the three months she was there. One day, 
Ms. Tursun recalled, she was led into a 
room and placed in a high chair; her legs 
and arms locked in place. In a statement 
read by a translator, she said: “The 
authorities put a helmet-like thing on my 
head, and each time I was electrocuted, 
my whole body would shake violently 
and I would feel the pain in my veins.” 
She further added: “After being in the 
camp for three months, I kept having 
seizures and losing consciousness. The 
last word I heard them saying is that you 

being an Uighur is a crime.” She was 
eventually released so that she could take 
her children to Egypt, but was ordered 
to return to China. Once in Cairo, Ms 
Tursun contacted US authorities and, 
in September, went to America and 
settled in Virginia. In the past week, 
over 270 scholars from 26 countries 
published a statement condemning the 
‘mass human rights abuse and deliberate 
attacks on indigenous cultures’ in China. 
Even earlier this month, China said 
15 foreign ambassadors, who wrote a 
letter expressing their concern about the 
incarcerations, should not interfere in the 
internal affairs of other countries.

It is reported that more than a million 
Han Chinese people have moved into 
the houses of Uighur Muslim families to 
report on whether they display Islamic 
or unpatriotic beliefs. The informants, 
who describe themselves as “relatives” 
of the families they are staying with, 
are said to have received specific 
instructions on how to get them to let 
their guard down, including offering 
them cigarettes and alcohol. China has 
claimed the Uighur Muslims are grateful 
to be detained in mass internment 
camps, saying it makes their lives more 
‘colourful’. The authorities depicted 
the re-education camps as an attempt 
to bring the largely Muslim minority 
into the ‘modern, civiilized’ world. Of 
course, this all is not how it is addressed. 
Turson urged Congressional committee 
members to “take strong action” against 
officials responsible for China’s policy 
in Xinjiang and to protect vulnerable 
Uighur refugee communities around the 
world. 

The Holy Qur’an states: And what is [the 
matter] with you that you fight not in the 
cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed 
among men, women, and children who 
say, "Our Lord, take us out of this city of 
oppressive people and appoint for us from 
Yourself a protector and appoint for us 
from Yourself a helper?" (Surah Nisa: 75) 
Our fellow Muslim brothers and sisters, 
these people need our prayers. May Allah 
(swt) bestow them with peace and hinder 
them of further torture. Many are not 
aware of these cruel measures being taken 
against Muslims of China. Spread this 
message to enlighten others so they can 
also contribute their share of Duas. n

[Courtesy: https://www.islamicfinder.org/
iqra/i-begged-them-to-kill-me-says-this-

muslim-woman-from-china/]

HUMaN RigHTS 

persecution in China
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The extracts provided herein under are from the book, ‘Daughters of Another Path,’ by 
Carol Anway. It showcases, in brief, experiences of different American women, who, in their 

own peculiar ways and for their respective reasons, reached out to learn and understand 
Islam and its revealed text – the Qur’an – and which exercise, in turn, would change their 
lives forever. The first installment of these interviews were published in the December 2018 

issue of Young Muslim Digest.

Many of the American 
female respondents 
(new converts) whose 

interview extracts are provided 
below were searching for 
something in the spiritual area to 
fill the void in their lives. It was 
through this openness that many 
began to receive the pull toward 
Islam. This need is reflected 
in most of the descriptions the 
women give of their conversion 
experience. They may have come 
to the conversion point from a 
variety of situations, but most 
were receptive because of the need 
within themselves and the gentle 
persuasion of the Muslim person 
or resource which touched their 
hearts and souls:

New Muslim # 7: 

“One day he said, ‘I can't 

go anymore and I don't want 
you to take our daughter 
either.’ We had a big fight 
and were going to split up 
until we decided that we 
would take a look at both 
religions. If I could explain 
Christianity satisfactorily, he 
would become a Christian. 
At the same time, I would 
take another look at Islam. (I 
had claimed Islam two years 
after we were married, but he 
wasn't active and I lost interest 
quickly).

“I started asking a lot of 
questions from ministers, 
theologians, and seniors in 
the field to help me prove 
Christianity to my husband. I 
wanted it so badly, I cried to 
several of them to help me and 

most of them said, ‘I'm sorry, I 
don't know’ or ‘I'll write you,’ 
but I never heard from them. 
The harder I tried to prove 
Christianity to convert him, 
the more I moved toward Islam 
because of its logic, until I 
finally yielded to the belief in 
the oneness of Allah.

“One thing led to another 
until my husband and I 
became practicing Muslims. 
Islam, for me, gives peace of 
mind because I don't have to 
understand the Trinity and 
how God is ‘three in one’ or 
that God died on the cross. 
For me Islam supplies the 
answers.”

New Muslim # 8: 

“I called myself agnostic when 

REFLEcTiONS caROL L. aNwaY

interviews with american Women (part-2)
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I went to college. I thought 
I believed in God and didn't 
want to do any thing about it. 
After a few years, I was ready 
to go back to being ‘religious’ 
again. In the meantime, I 
met a man from Lebanon 
who would later become my 
husband. He and I both started 
learning more about Islam 
and about six months later I 
converted. We were married 
six months after that. 

“The hardest part was 
changing my ideas about 
Jesus. It took a long time to be 
able to say that Jesus isn't the 
Son of God without it feeling 
like blasphemy. But I realized 
that the beliefs are really close 
in some ways. Mary was a 
virgin and Jesus is a great 
prophet. The difference is in 
the divinity of Jesus.”

New Muslim # 9: 

“I never knew anything about 
Islam except that 'Muhammad 
was a killer and Islam was 
spread by the sword.’ I was 

going out with my husband 
prior to marriage (he was 
not a practicing Muslim at 
that time), but when we got 
married and he finally told his 
family, his father's stipulation 
was that I was to be Muslim. 
I told him I could not change 
my religion for a man because 
I have always been close with 
God but never had a direct 
path to walk. Then I started 
talking about what I really 
believed. I promised God that 
I would look into Islam, and I 
asked God to guide me.

“Over the course of several 
months, I started talking to 
my husband's friend who had 
embraced Islam and was a 
humble practicing Muslim. I 
asked him many questions. I 
kept away from my husband 
about this topic because I 
wanted to be as objective as 
possible. My hardest hurdle 
was getting over the fiery 
images of what we would 
look like burning up in hell 
from my Sunday school books 

and training. I had been 
told so many times that if 
l did not believe Jesus had 
died for my sins and was my 
personal saviour, I would go 
to hell forever. But Allah (swt) 
showed me the way. 

“I was reading many books 
about Islam, and everything 
I read was exactly how I felt 
inside me. All the answers 
were there. I may not have 
understood everything, but 
what I did made sense. I 
embraced Islam and shared 
my first Ramadan with my 
husband of six months who 
was now practicing his 
beliefs.”

The idea that Jesus is considered 
God by Christians was something 
that hadn't become a reality to 
some of the women. Muslims 
were, therefore, able to refute this 
belief by affirming that putting 
anything or anyone on the same 
level as God is a great sin. This 
point is probably the most dividing 
belief between Christians and 
Muslims. For Christians it would 
be a great sin to deny Jesus as 
part of the Trinity; for Muslims 
the greatest sin would be to place 
Jesus (whom they consider as a 
revered and great prophet) on the 
level of God.

New Muslim # 10: 

“I asked my friend to attend 
Mass with me. He said he 
didn't attend church, that 
he was a Muslim. ‘What's 
a Muslim?’ I asked, totally 
unaware that my life was 
going to change forever as 
soon as he began his answer. 
At first, I listened intently 
but after he got to the part 
which denied Jesus being the 
Son of God, even denied his 

"islam, for me, gives peace of mind because i don't have to 
understand the trinity and how god is ‘three in one’ or that god died 

on the cross. For me islam supplies the answers.”



YOUNG MUSLIM DIGEST - JaNUarY 2019 33

sacrifice for us on the cross, I 
excused myself from this friend 
and kicked myself for wasting 
so much time that now I had 
missed Mass and would have to 
go to confession.

“We talked again later about 
his beliefs. We seemed more 
and more alike in our belief: 
heaven and hell, angels, our 
duty to our fellow man, holy 
scriptures. It was just the ‘Jesus 
thing’ that kept us on opposite 
ends of the spectrum. I also 
noticed another complication; 
despite everything, I was falling 
in love with him.

“It wasn't Islam that was the 
issue. It was Christianity. I 
was a ‘doubting Thomas’ in 
every way and the guilt was 
overwhelming. I began to seek 
all kinds of advice to rid me 
of this demon of doubt. Then, 
three events took place in the 
space of a week that caused me 
to decide to leave Christianity 
altogether.

“First, I went to a nun that I 
trusted deeply and poured my 
heart out. She responded with 
compassion, but she handed me 
a Qur’an as I left. I was very 
confused. Then, I went to my 
religion teacher, who was a lay 
person. As we talked, I grew 
more confused and finally said, 
‘'Look, I just want you to tell 
me that, undoubtedly and with 
full conviction, Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.’ He didn't look 
at me when he said, ‘I can't 
tell you that.’ Now I was angry 
too. What was wrong with these 
people that they refused to give 
me the answers I was looking 
for?

“Finally, I turned to God. At 
least I was sure that He was 
still there for me. And He would 
help me. I prayed that He 
would open my mind and my 
heart and show me the answer 
I was looking for. I used a 
method I had used many times 
before. I would pray everything 
in my heart, then open the 
Bible to a random page and 

find my answer. I opened my 
Bible to the trial of Jesus in 
front of Pontius Pilate. Pilate 
was trying to get Jesus to say 
something by which he could 
be convicted, in order to relieve 
his own guilt for having him 
sentenced to death to fulfill the 
wishes of the people. Pilate 
asked him, ‘Are you the Son of 
God?’ and Jesus answered, in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 
‘It is you who have said it.’ 
Suddenly, I felt at peace.”

New Muslim # 11:

“When I was eighteen, I went 
to a local two-year Christian 
college. It was there that I first 
came in contact with Muslims. 
There were a lot of them there, 
and I was fascinated with 
the idea of another group of 
people I knew nothing about 
– some people from the ‘Holy 
Land.’ I took a course called 
‘The World's Living Religions’ 
and learned a little about 
Islam. I met my husband-to-
be there when I was nineteen 
years old. I married him after 
four months.

“We moved far away to go 
to a university. There I met 
an American Muslim woman 
who wore hijab. She gave me 
books and pamphlets about 
Islam. I read some of them and 
watched some debates between 
Muslims and Christians about 
the divinity of Jesus and the 
authenticity of the Bible.

“It was then that I heard 
clearly for the first time that 
the Christians (including the 
Catholics) thought that Jesus 
was God and that the Bible 
had been changed by men and 
mostly made by men's words, 
not God's. I was shocked. I 

the idea that Jesus is considered god by Christians was something 
that hadn't become a reality to some of the women. Muslims were, 

therefore, able to refute this belief by affirming that putting anything 
or anyone on the same level as god is a great sin. 
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knew then that I was not one of 
‘them’ anymore.

“The close identity of Islam 
with the prophets, with the 
emphasis on Allah as the same 
God the Christians and Jews 
worship, with the acceptance 
of Jesus as a great prophet 
and teacher, with the tracing 
of their roots to Abraham 
– all these make a familiar 
setting into which Prophet 
Muhammad came to bring the 
final word, to set right with 
direct revelation God's word of 
‘the way’ to the people.”

This familiarity may have been part 
of the easy transition for some of 
the American-born women when 
Muslim beliefs were explained.

New Muslim # 12: 

“After meeting my husband we 
shared our religious beliefs, 
which were similar. I began 
exploring my religious feeling 
after he asked me about my 

beliefs of Jesus being 
God, and he explained 
about prophethood and 
Muhammad (saws). I 
agreed with these Islamic 
interpretations. I began 
studying from interest about 
Islam. 

“Six months after we had 
married I began doing the 
prayers. After another six 
months, I participated in 
the fast during Ramadan. I 

found, at this point, that Islam 
defined my belief. I could no 
longer deny my belief in Islam 
just to prevent hurting people's 
feelings.”

New Muslim # 13: 

"When I met the man who 
would become my husband and 
learned that he was Muslim, I 
was scared and asked all the 
questions that caused my fear. 
I also took a course in college 
called ‘Islam and Social 
Change’ and learned even more 
about Islam. As I learned more 
and more in the course, the 
more questions I had and the 
more afraid I became. This fear, 
however, was different than the 
fear of the unknown; this fear 
was a fear of self -discovery. I 
found that, all along, I shared 
the beliefs taught through Islam 
but never had a name for it. 
This course, the Qur’an, and 
my husband helped me realize 
that, for a number of years, 

I had been living a Muslim 
life without knowing it. (It 
wasn't until I learned the Five 
Pillars of Islam that I began 
completely practicing as a 
Muslim). 

“So, when people ask how long 
I have been a Muslim, I can't 
tell them, but I can think that it 
has been eleven years. If they 
ask me when I converted, I can 
tell them in I992. As a matter of 
fact, my husband knew before 
I did that I was Muslim, but let 
me come to that realization on 
my own.”

And so began the faith journey for 
these women that would affect those 
around them-the families in which 
they were raised, their friends, their 
colleagues at work or school. Most 
of all, it would change the direction 
and flow of their own lives, not just 
in a religious sense but in every 
facet of their existence. n

"i opened my bible to the trial of Jesus in front of pontius 
pilate. pilate was trying to get Jesus to say something by 
which he could be convicted, in order to relieve his own 

guilt for having him sentenced to death to fulfill the wishes 
of the people. pilate asked him, ‘are you the son of god?’ 
and Jesus answered, in Matthew, Mark, luke and John, ‘it 

is you who have said it.’ suddenly, i felt at peace.”
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banglaDesh

Aid Efforts Up by KS Relief

The King Salman Humanitarian 
Aid and Relief Center (KS Relief) 
has stepped up humanitarian 
efforts in Yemen and Bangladesh. 
A team from KS Relief inspected 
projects implemented in 
Rohingya’s refugee camps in the 
town of Cox Bazar in Bangladesh. 
They distributed food rations 
consisting of rice, cereals, and 
vegetable oil, helping more than 
27,000 people and more than 
5,000 families. The initiative, 
taken in conjunction with the UN 
World Food Programme, aims 
to tackle food insecurity and 
malnutrition within these camps.

inDonesia

Exhibition Launched in Jeddah

The first edition of an Indonesian 
products exhibition was 

inaugurated by Indonesian Consul 
General, Dr. Mohammed Hery 
Saripudin and Vice Chairman of 
the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Zaid bin Bassam 
Al-Bassam. Around 70 Indonesian 
exhibitors are aiming to increase 
non-oil and gas exports to Saudi 
Arabia. The Consul General, at the 
least, said that there are two large 
market segments here, Indonesian 
residents and Saudi citizens. He 
added that there were more than 
221,000 Hajj pilgrims and 1.2 
million Umrah pilgrims from 
Indonesia each year visiting the 
holy land, not including the more 
than 350,000 Indonesian living 
in the Kingdom. They are all 
loyalists of Indonesian products, 
said the Consul General, adding 
that the influx of Indonesian 
pilgrims opened opportunities for 
local catering and accommodation 
services that need Indonesian 
products.

philippines

To Deploy Hijab Troopers

Hijab-clad female soldiers are 
to be deployed throughout the 
Philippines as part of a major 
counter-terrorism initiative. 
The so-called ‘hijab troopers’ 
will provide vital support to 
communities traumatized by the 
war. Their placement in key areas 
across the country follows the 
success of their deployment during 
the Marawi regime last year. The 
deployment of the female soldiers 
wearing hijabs was concentrated 
in areas where the majority of the 
population practices Islam.

MalaYsia

Youngest Minister Favors 
Strong Ties with Arabs

As Malaysia’s youngest minister, 
Syed Saddiq was recently listed as 
one of the most influential young 
people in the world for 2018 by 
the London-based Global Policy 
platform, Apolitical. He was 
among the Top 100 young leaders 
who were making an impact early 
in their government careers, a list 

A Rohingya Camp, Cox Bazar, Bangladesh
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that included Pakistani politician 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and 
Tunisia’s Member of Parliament, 
Sayida Ounisia. The 26-year-old 
Saddiq gained prominence when 
he was appointed by the 93-year-
old Malaysian leader, Mahathir 
Mohammed, to head the Sports and 
Youth Ministry. Raised by working 
class parents, the world class 
debater turned down a scholarship 
offer to study in Oxford and opted 
to go into politics instead. The 
young politician told Arab News 
that “we must strengthen ties with 
Arab communities, not just because 
they are global superpowers.” There 
are a lot of areas of common interest 
we can work together, he said.

Arabic Gaining Popularity in 
Malaysia

More Malaysians are mastering 
Arabic amid government efforts to 
encourage students in the Muslim 
majority country to learn a foreign 
language. In addition to Arabic, the 
government is working with other 
organizations to ensure English 
and Malay are given top priority. 
Most Malays who study Arabic are 
in it for Islamic Studies since they 
want to master the Quranic text in 
the original language in which it 
was revealed. In Egypt alone, there 
are an estimated 14,000 Malaysian 

students, half of whom are taken 
Arabic studies. There are many 
others learning the language in 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and beyond.

uniteD aRab eMiRates

UAE Passport Ranked Most 
Powerful in the World

In a notable achievement, the 
UAE passport has become the 
world’s strongest passport and 
is now ranked first globally. 
The UAE passport was ranked 
first by the Passport Index, an 
interactive online tool issued by 
Arton Capital that provides users 
with insights on passports, with 
the ability to compare and rank 
the world’s passports. The UAE 
passport holder can travel to 167 
countries without the need for pre-
visa requirements, which is 84% 
of the number of countries listed 
in the index. The UAE passport 
was on 27th position in December 
2016, and now attained first place 
in December 2018. The Passport 
Index is a global benchmark for 
classifying international passports 
and reflects the world’s view on 
the power and impact of passport.

Lost and Found, Rehber Helps 
Pilgrims

“Everyone has a story about a 

relative getting lost during Hajj,” 
says designer Hamza Oza, “Even 
in my family, my grandmother 
got lost during Umrah.” Oza is 
explaining the inspiration behind 
his invention, Rehber – a system 
and device that helps families find 
each other during Hajj – which he 
exhibited at the Global Grad Show 
during Dubai Design Week, which 
concluded recently in Dubai. 
The device, a plain wristband 
(in keeping with the aesthetic 
ethos of the pilgrimage), has a 
range of up to five kilometers and 
works independently of a mobile 
network, phone or SIM card. With 
two million pilgrims attending 
Hajj this year – and with Vision 
2030’s aim of increasing that 
number to eight million – there’s 
clearly a market for Rehber.  “As 
far as I know, a lot of the Hajj 
missions are concerned with this,” 
Oza says. “I wanted to make 
Rehber as easy and affordable as 
possible.”

Peace Forum Draws Hundreds 
of Delegates

Islamic values preserve the legal 
rights and freedoms of everyone 
and these values do not accept any 
form of division or discrimination, 
the Secretary-General of the 
Muslim World League said in Abu 

From the Campus of the International Islamic university, malaysia
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Dhabi. The Muslim World League 
(MWL) aims to promote Islam’s 
tolerant principles. “Islam has 
been always open to the existence 
of other religions,” said MWL 
Secretary-General, Mohammed 
bin Abdul Karim Al-Issa. He told 
an audience that the responsibility 
of absurd words and deeds along 
with acts of hatred, violence and 
terrorism fell solely on individuals 
and not their religion. Al-Issa said 
that safeguarding minority rights 
was one of Islam’s values.

bahRain

OIC Attends Islamic Conference

The Secretary-General of 
the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef 
bin Ahmed Al-Othaimeen, 
chaired the OIC delegation 
to the extraordinary Islamic 
Conference of Culture Ministers 
which was just concluded under 
the  patronage of Bahrain’s 
King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa. 
Participants celebrated the Bahrain 
city of Muharraq as the capital of 
Islamic culture. The conference 
discussed the most important 
challenges facing the Arab and 

Islamic cultural identity, calling 
for the humanitarian message of 
Islam to be conveyed to the whole 
world with special attention to 
thought and culture.

oMan

Expat Population Falls

Unemployment among Oman’s 
local population has dropped 
since the introduction of the 
expat visa ban and its subsequent 
extensions, national daily Times of 
Oman reported. There has been a 
3.4% reduction in the expat labor 
force between October 2017 and 
2018, with the biggest drop in 
the manufacturing, engineering, 
industrial, financial, mining and 
construction sectors. Recent 
data showed a consistent decline 
in four of the country’s biggest 
expat communities – Indians, 
Bangladeshis, Pakistanis and 
Tanazanians. Most of the expats 
who left Oman held white collar 
jobs, according to the report.

sauDi aRabia

Two Million Copies

The King Fahd Complex for the 

Printing of the Holy Qur’an in 
Madinah distributed 2,060,612 
copies of the Holy Qur’an during 
the last month of Safar 1440 H. 
The Complex can print up to 
thirteen million publications each 
year and, to date, has produced 
313,943,291 copies of Islamic 
works.

500,000 Headphones

The General Presidency for the 
Two Holy Mosques has provided 
500,000 headphones for translating 
the Friday sermon to worshippers 
who do not understand Arabic at 
the Grand Mosque in Makkah and 
the Prophet’s Mosque in Madinah. 
This project aims to deliver the 
guiding and awareness raising 
message to the pilgrims in their 
languages in order to reflect the 
true moderate image of Islam and 
draw attention to its tolerant and 
noble values.  

Hajj, Umrah Services 
Highlighted

The role of entrepreneurs and 
emerging companies in regional 
economies and in the Hajj and 
Umrah sector was discussed 

Chart Showing Expat Population decline in Oman
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during the opening day of Saudi 
Forum for Emerging Companies. 
Dr. Mohammed Salih Bentin, 
Minister of Hajj and Umrah, said 
in his opening remarks that he 
hopes that the modern facilities 
being developed for pilgrims will 
enable them to complete their Hajj 
and Umrah rituals more easily 
using smart devices, and that the 
quality of the services on offer 
will be exemplary. He noted that 
there will be no complacency in 
ensuring the highest standards 
of hygiene or in other related 
services. Makkah Mayor, 
Mohammed Al-Quwahees, said 
that the aim is to fully embrace 
technology and convert Makkah 
into a smart city, and that it is 
important to think outside the box 
when planning and hosting the 
pilgrimage season. 

First Edition of Darb Zubaida

The first edition of the Darb 
Zubaida festival has been launched 
recently. The festival aims to 
revive the historic Darb Zubaida 

as a pathway for pilgrims and 
commercial convoys departing 
from Kufa in Iraq to Makkah. 
Zubaida Trail, or Al-Kulfi 
pilgrimage route, runs from Kufa 
in Iraq to Makkah, passing through 
the north of the Kingdom and 
its center. It stretches more than 
1,400 km in the Kingdom and 
passes through the following five 
areas: Northern Borders Region, 
Hail, Al-Qassim, Madinah and 
Makkah. Zubaida Trail was a trade 
route in the pre-Islamic era, but 
its importance increased with the 
dawn of Islam and it flourished 
during the time of the early 
caliphate. 

Meets Coptic Bishop

The Secretary-General of the 
Muslim World League (MWL), 
Sheikh Dr. Mohammed bin 
Abdulkarim Al-Issa, received, in 
Riyadh, Egypt’s Coptic Bishop 
Morcos. During the meeting, the 
two sides discussed a number of 
issues of common interest. Earlier, 
the MWL has condemned all 

attempts to target Saudi Arabia’s 
international and Islamic leading 
position through suggesting 
economic sanctions, political 
pressures, and false accusations.  
The Supreme Council of the MWL 
also said that the Kingdom’s 
stability and security are a red 
line for the Muslim world. Al-Issa 
stressed that the MWL focuses 
on fostering understanding and a 
culture of cooperation, tolerance 
and civilized communication.

Pledges US$ 50 Million to UN

Saudi Arabia has pledged USD50 
million to the UN Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees. The pledge 
was made in response to the 
withdrawal of all US funding, 
an official said. More than five 
million registered Palestinian 
refugees are eligible to receive 
support from the UN agency. King 
Salman highlighted the constant 
Saudi support for Palestinians 
until they attain their rights and 
establish their own independent 
state, with East Jerusalem as its 
capital.

OIC Rejects Disputed Nation 
Bill

A committee at the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
denounced and rejected a 
controversial Israeli law declaring 
the country a predominantly 
Jewish state in a meeting which 
concluded recently. Dubbed the 
‘Basic Law’ or the ‘Nation State 
Bill,’ the legislation is designed 
to ensure Jewish rights over those 
of minorities, a move that was 
widely denounced within the 
international community and even 
among members of the Jewish 
diaspora. The Committee of 
Permanent Representatives at the 
OIC which convened the meeting 

Stall Exhibiting Rehbar device to Help Hajj Pilgrims Find their Way
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expressed strong condemnation of 
Israel’s latest form of sanctioned 
racial discrimination. The OIC 
celebrated the International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
people.

OIC Plan and Ponder

Institutions affiliated with 
the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) met at its 
Jeddah headquarters to discuss 
the Muslim world’s most 
pressing issues. Officials from 
the Islamic Development Bank, 
the Islamic Solidarity Fund 
for Development, the Social 
Research and Training Center for 
Islamic Countries (SESRIC) in 
Ankara, Turkey and the Islamic 
Committee of the International 
Crescent in Benghazi, Libya, 
were present at the meeting. The 
4th Annual Coordination Meeting 
of the OIC Institutions kicked 
off with discussions on a report 
submitted by the Organization’s 
humanitarian affairs committee. 
Members evaluated progress on 
action plans devised last year to 
tackle political, economic, social, 
and human rights issues. The OIC 
Secretary-General will oversee a 
meeting to be held in March 2019 
evaluating the implementation of 

recommendations put forth by the 
World Humanitarian Summit. 

Relief Campaign Targets 40,000

The Muslim World League 
(MWL), represented by the 
International Association for Relief 
Care and Development (IARCD) 
has implemented an urgent relief 
campaign distributing food baskets 
to more than 40,000 refugees from 
Central Africa who are residing 
in the refugee camps on Chad’s 
borders. MWL has been providing 
relief since the beginning of the 
armed conflict in Central Africa 
and the displacement of its 
residents to neighboring countries, 
including Chad. MWL has pledged 
to continue aiding the displaced 
Central Africans, no matter how 
dangerous the conditions get, as it 
strongly believes in the greatness 
of its humanitarian mission and the 
cause of the Islamic religion that 
is tolerant toward all religions and 
races.

Partnership to Fight 
Islamophobia

Rejecting all forms of hatred and 
extremism, Muslim scholars from 
127 countries have proposed to 
initiate an intercultural partnership 
to effectively fight Islamophobia. 

More than 1,299 religious scholars 
and intellectuals took part in the 
just concluded conference titled 
“ International Conference on 
Islamic Unity” – the perils of 
labelling  and exclusion held in 
Makkah. The conference was 
organized by the Muslim World 
League (MWL).  Saudi Arabia’s 
Grand Mufti, Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
AlAsh-Sheikh, who is also head 
of the MWL Supreme Council, 
highlighted the teachings of 
Islam that categorically reject 
all forms of discrimination. The 
Grand Mufti urged the Muslims 
to forge unity among their ranks 
and do away with rivalries, petty 
differences and say no to divisions 
and factionalism. 

MWL, UNHCR Join Hands on 
Refugee Management

The Muslim World League 
(MWL) conducted a workshop 
to provide training to its staff 
in accordance with the best 
international professional 
standards. The workshop was 
organized in cooperation with 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and covers 
several areas of MWL’s operation 
such as international refugee 
assistance and protection, camp 
management and community 
awareness. Around 45 trainees 
from various departments and 
programs took part in the program. 
The workshop also aimed at 
improving the performance and 
work environment at the MWL.

Sign Language and Braille 
Qur’ans

Sign language, Braille Qur’ans 
and electric wheel chairs are some 
of the new features in Makkah 
and Madinah to help pilgrims with 
disabilities to execute the religious 
rites of Hajj and Umrah. Ahmed Al nuri mosque in mosul, Iraq
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al-Burqati, who is tasked with 
helping people at the Presidency, 
told Arab News that there are 
designated entrances to ease 
access to prayer areas, including 
the ones on the ground and first 
floors of the King Fahd expansion 
at the Grand Mosque in Makkah. 
Other special services at the holy 
mosques include wheelchairs 
transported in golf carts to prayer 
areas, designated entrances, 
sign-language interpreters for 
those with hearing or speech 
impairments, canes for the blind 
and visually impaired, and electric 
wheel chairs to perform key 
religious rites such as Tawaf.  

Speaking Up for the Mother 
Tongue

Arabic – one of the world’s oldest 
languages – is under threat. Far 
from being in decline, the Arabic 
language could surge in popularity 
if government brings teaching 
techniques into the 21st century, 
experts believe.  Saudi Arabia is 
thinking about reform when it 
comes to teaching Arabic. The 
country is home to 34 million 
people, so its reforms could be 

hugely influential in the wider 
Arab world. Learning Arabic and 
being able to learn the language 
the right way – that is the problem 
worldwide. Some of the fast facts 
of Arabic are:

1. An estimated 422 million people 
worldwide speak Arabic, with the 
languages used daily by more than 
290 million people.

2. Arabic is the world’s fifth most 
popular language, after Mandarin 
Chinese, English, Hindustani and 
Spanish.

3. Almost 30 dialects of Arabic are 
used worldwide.

4. Arabic is officially recognized 
by the governments of 26 nations, 
with most people using it as 
their first language in eighteen 
countries.

5. Arabic Language Day is held 
every year on 18th December. 

egYpt

On Track to Achieve Financial 
Targets

Egypt’s state revenues grew up by 

35.5% in the first quarter of this 
fiscal year, putting the government 
on track to achieve its targeted 
primary budget surplus of 2%. The 
positive results for the first quarter 
of the current fiscal year affirm 
Egypt’s ability to achieve its 
financial targets for the budget for 
the current fiscal year, the Minister 
said. Egypt is pushing ahead with 
the economic reforms that it sees 
as essential in attracting foreign 
investments.   

iRaQ

To Rebuild Iconic Mosul 
Mosque

Iraqis laid the cornerstone in 
rebuilding Mosul’s Al-Nuri 
Mosque and leaning minaret, 
national emblems, which were 
destroyed last year in the ferocious 
battle against Daesh. The famed 
twelfth century mosque and 
minaret dubbed Al-Hadba or the 
Hunchback, hosted Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi’s only public appearance 
as Daesh Chief, when he declared 
a self-styled ‘Caliphate’ after 
the militants swept into Mosul 
in 2014. Dozens of government 
officials, religious figures, UN 
representatives, and European 
ambassadors gathered in the large 
square in front of the battered 
mosque to see the foundation laid. 
The mosque takes its name from 
Nureddin Al-Zinki, who ordered 
it built in 1172CE after unifying 
Syria and parts of northern Iraq.

nigeR

OIC Condemns Terror Attack

The Secretary-General of the 
Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC), Dr. Yousef bin 
Ahmed Al-Othaimeen, condemned 
the deadly attack on a refugee 
camp in Toumour in the east of the 
Republic of Niger. Boko Haram has 

gassi Touil natural gas Plant, Algeria
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claimed the responsibility of the 
dastardly attack that killed seven 
people and left many wounded. The 
OIC Chief offered condolences to 
the families of the deceased. He 
prayed for the speedy recovery of 
those injured in the attack. 

suDan

Agencies Attend Umrah Forum

The Makkah Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and a 
delegation of 70 companies from 
the Kingdom took part in the 
Saudi-Sudanese Forum for the 
Development of Umrah Services. 
Dr. Abu Bakr Osman, Secretary-
General of the Supreme Council 
of Endowments and Guidance 
said: “It’s a chance for us to 
meet, cooperate, and strengthen 
our friendship and exchange 
benefits and ideas. The Kingdom’s 
leadership and people will not 
spare any effort to serve the 
pilgrims and ensure their comfort.”

MauRitania

Sign MoU to Promote Moderate 
Values

The Saudi Islamic Affairs 

Ministry signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
Mauritania’s Islamic Affairs 
Ministry to increase cooperation in 
different fields and to promote the 
concepts of moderation in Islam.  
The MoU included nine main 
articles. It envisages cooperation 
in introducing Islam and its 
position on contemporary issues, 
serving the Holy Qur’an and 
the Sunnah, and cooperation in 
mosque affairs, their construction 
and maintenance. The MoU also 
stated that the two sides shall 
encourage the exchange of visits 
at various levels, participate in 
Islamic seminars and conferences 
held in both countries, and 
form a joint committee for the 
implementation of the MoU’s 
content. 

African Umrah Guests Perform 
Prayers

The thirteenth batch of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques Program for Umrah and 
visiting guests performed recently 
the Friday prayers at the Prophet’s 
Mosque in Madinah. The guests – 
comprising 203 figures from eight 

African countries – thanked King 
Salman and the Crown Prince for 
the generous hospitality, services 
and facilities provided for them 
since they left their countries 
until their arrival in the Kingdom. 
They are from Ethiopia, Senegal, 
Comoros, Djibouti, Mali, South 
Africa, Nigeria and Uganda. 
With the arrival of the thirteenth 
batch of guests, the total number 
has reached 2,803 from various 
countries since the start of the 
program.

algeRia

Reforms are Working

Despite being heavily dependent 
on its massive oil and gas reserves, 
Algeria’s government seems to be 
handling rather well the broader 
economic effects of extremely 
volatile crude oil prices. 2.38m 
is the size in square kilometers 
of Algeria, the largest country in 
Africa and the Arab world. Algeria 
is ranked tenth on the list of 
world’s proven reserves of natural 
gas. 60% is the government 
revenue from hydrocarbons. 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) praised government 
efforts to diversify the economy, 
but called for sustained fiscal 
consolidation and wide ranging 
structural reforms to facilitate a 
more diversified growth model 
and support private sector 
development. 

tuRKeY

Prioritize Trade: OIC Chief

Economic restructuring and 
diversification were key words 
during a meeting held by a 
committee at the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in 
Istanbul. OIC Secretary-General, 
Yousef Al-Othaimeen, called for Camlija mosque Project, Istanbul, Turkey
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reforms within member states 
suffering from recession and 
urged a more holistic development 
agenda. He emphasized 
prioritizing trade and investment 
projects, which he said may reduce 
growing unemployment and quell 
the effects that mass migration 
is having on national economies. 
Infrastructure and regional 
integration are key to OIC policy-
making, which are, in turn, being 
given top priority by member 
states.  

Opening of Mosque Chamlija

Turkish endowments are preparing 
to open the mosque ‘Chamlija,’ 
which is the largest mosque 
in Turkey. The mosque can 
accommodate 50,000 worshippers. 
The mosque has six minarets, four 
of which are 107.1 meters long and 
two are 90 meters long. The height 
of the dome is 72 meters and its 
diameter is 34 meters, and this will 
be the largest dome in terms of the 
history of mosques. The project 
was initiated by architect Haji 
Mohamed Gouner. The project 
was designed by two architects: 
Mezraq Sea and Charitable Ghoul 
Toto. The mosque can be seen 

from anywhere in Istanbul. Work 
is underway on a three kilometer 
long tunnel to facilitate the arrival 
of the worshippers to the mosque.

geRManY

Hope, Disappointment, for 
Refugees

The untold story of migration in 
2018 is the positive and proactive 
treatment by countries that host 
the largest refugee population 
in the world.  More than 65 
million forcibly displaced people 
have been recorded worldwide. 
Germany is the most generous 
host with 669,500 displaced 
people. But it might surprise many 
that 85% of refugees are hosted 
by developing countries, with 
Pakistan, Uganda and Turkey 
topping the list.  Pakistan is 
home to more than 2.7 million 
Afghan refugees. Uganda hosts 
more than 1.5 million refugees. 
1.4 million is the number of 
refugees and asylum-seekers 
hosted by Germany. 1.5 million is 
the number of displaced Syrians 
hosted by Lebanon. 85% of 
refugees are hosted by developing 
countries. 

bRaZil

Conference Highlights 
Tolerance, Coexistence

Participants at the 31st session of 
the International Conference of 
Latin American and Caribbean 
Muslims called for rejecting 
extremism and terrorism and 
upholding universal Islamic 
principles in order to preserve 
the spirit of Islamic tradition 
and correct misconceptions. The 
conference was held in Sao Paulo 
and was attended by more than 
400 scholars and religious figures 
from 50 countries. Brazalian 
government said the conference 
sheds light on Islam as a religion 
of tolerance, compassion and 
peace.  

aRgentina

Introduces Islamic History, 
Civilization

The Saudi Deputy Minister 
of Islamic Affairs, Call and 
Guidance inaugurated the 
permanent exhibition at the King 
Fahd Islamic Cultural Center in 
Argentina’s capital, Buenos Aires, 
in the presence of Latin American 

King Fahad Islamic Cultural Center mosque, Buenos Aires, Argentina
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Muslim religious leaders. Tawfiq 
Abdul Aziz Al-Sudairy toured the 
exhibition, which includes sections 
on the Vision 2030 Reform 
Plan, Prophets and Messengers, 
Arabic calligraphy and Islamic 
manuscripts and Saudi heritage. 
The exhibition aims to introduce 
visitors of the Cultural Center to 
Islamic history and civilization. 
Al-Sudairy also toured the King 
Fahd Mosque, which is a landmark 
in Buenos Aires. The Director 
of the Cultural Center, Ali bin 
Awadah al-Shamrani, briefed 
him about the mosque, its most 
important needs, and how it serves 
Muslim communities in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

Promoting Culture of Peace and 
Harmony

The Argentinian capital city, 
Buenos Aires, is home to one of 
the biggest cultural centers in 
the world built by Saudi Arabia. 
The establishment of King Fahd 
Islamic Cultural Center in 2000 
added a new dimension to the 
already cordial ties between the 
two countries. The Center is an 
architectural marvel which the 
Argentinian local authorities have 
included on the tourist map of 
the capital city. The Center not 
only represents a great Islamic 
monument, but it also illuminates 
the path for all who are seeking 
to educate themselves about the 
Arab-Islamic civilization and 
religion. It helps clarify confusions 
about the teachings of Islam, 
which are the result of ignorance 
and a lack of communication. The 
Center includes a 2,000 square 
meter double-storied mosque 
with a capacity of around 5,000 
worshippers. The public library 
contains more than 10,000 books.  
The Islamic and Cultural Center 
also imparts Qur’an and Arabic 

language lessons to children. It 
also provides research sources and 
books to researchers and students 
without exception.

uniteD KingDoM

British Delegation Praises Help 
for Hajj Pilgrims

British Consul General, Seif 
Usher, hosted a UK All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Hajj and 
Umrah at the British Consulate in 
Jeddah. At a reception to welcome 
the group, Usher said that the 
British government was committed 
to providing the best possible 
consular service to pilgrims 
visiting Saudi Arabia each year. 
The British Consular team works 
year round to ensure that British 
pilgrims have a peaceful and 
trouble-free pilgrimage, he said. 
Recent annual Hajj awards held 
at the Intercontinental Park Lane, 
London, had brought a positive 
outlook to the Hajj and Umrah 
sector, reported Rashid Mogradia, 
CEO of the Council of British 
Hajjis.

uniteD states oF aMeRiCa

New York’s Halal Street Vendors

If you are on the streets of New 
York City, you will probably 
notice the long lines in front 
of small outdoor food carts. If 
the aroma does not catch your 
attention, then the blasting of 
bombastic Arabic language music 
might. The New York Times has 
estimated that there are 10,000 
halal food-carts in the city, mostly 
run by immigrants, many of whom 
came from Egypt. Halal is a 
religious term referring to the way 
the meat is prepared. And for this 
reason, the halal food carts of New 
York City are 100% Muslim-run.

[COMPILED BY: SYED NEHAL ZAHEER]
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Excerpts from Imam 
Ghazali’s Ten Principles (for 
Those Seeking the Path of Allah) 

Children’s Column

Principle One: 

Have a sincere, unwavering intention. 
Prophet Muhammad (saws) said, “Each 
person will be rewarded for what he intended” 
(Muslim). This calls for determination in the 
heart to continuously act or to abstain from 
something only for God’s sake. A sign of 
having sincere intentions is that one does not 
change his resolve for fleeting reasons; what is 
done for God, the Truth, should not be forsaken 
to please His creation.

Principle Two: 

Work purely for God, (the One) without 
partners or associates. Prophet Muhammad 
(saws) said: “Worship God as though you see 
Him, but if you do not see Him (know that) He 
sees you” (Muslim). A sign of 
working purely for God is to not 
accept anything except the truth, 
and to see everything else besides 
the truth as vain and fleeting. 
As the prophet (saws) said, “Let 
the slave of the dinar perish” 
(Bukhari). One should also 
beware of falling into doubtful 
matters. As Prophet Muhammad 
(saws): “Leave what is doubtful 
for what is not doubtful.” 
(Tirmidhi and Nasa’i)

Principle Three: 

Align one’s desires with the guidelines and 
rulings of the Shari`ah (Islamic law). Be 
patient in times of hardship and difficulty, 
when struggling with personal desires, and in 
avoiding sinful acts and pleasures. Whoever 
practices this regularly reaches a state 
whereby he is in his sleep as if he were awake 
[worshipping], in his mixing with people as 
if he were in seclusion, in his fulfillment as 
if he were hungry, in his pride as if he were 
humiliated, and in talking to others as if he 
were silent.

Principle Four: 

Base one’s actions on following [the Prophet’s 
way and scholarly opinions], and not on 

innovation. This prevents the 
following of one’s own desires 
and becoming proud of one’s 
own opinion. Surely, a person 
who takes himself as his own 
ruler will not succeed.

Principe Five: 

Have high ambitions, and do 
not procrastinate. It is said: “Do 
not leave today’s work until 
tomorrow,” because actions are 
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Children’s Column

built on each another; and whoever is content 
with a lower [status] will be deprived of a 
higher one.

Principle Six: 

Be aware of one’s incapability and 
insignificance. This is not referring to laziness 
in worship or lack of productivity in work. It is 
about realizing that one is not capable of doing 
any action without support from God, the Most 
Capable, and Most Generous. This awareness 
is also manifested 
in viewing other 
people with respect 
and reverence, for 
people are means 
and helpers of one 
another on the path 
to God, the Exalted 
and Most Bountiful.

Principle Seven: 

Have fear and hope, and do not be sure that 
your good deeds are accepted until you have 
witnessed this [on the Day of Judgment]. One 
should have hope not because of the good 
deeds themselves, but because God Himself is 
the Most Benevolent and Generous.

Principle Eight: 
Be consistent in one’s Wird (regular litany of 
worship), for the one without a Wird does not 
have additional source of support from God. 
With a Wird, the soul opens up in public and 
private; it becomes more mindful of the rights 
of others; it increases in loving and hating for 
others what it loves or hates for itself. Also, 

having that Wird makes 
one work more for God 
in order to please Him, 
just as a person would love that God does for 
him what he finds pleasing.

Principle Nine: 

Be constantly observant of your actions and do 
not stray away from the remembrance of God 
even the blink of an eye. For the one who is 
always observant of his heart for the sake of 

God, and does not let other 
than God enter his heart 
besides, is one who has truly 
found God, experienced 
His Benevolence, and has 
reached ‘ilm al-Yaqeen 
(certain knowledge). This 
is manifested in seeing God 

as the Enabler or Mover of everything that 
remains still or in motion around us. One’s 
mindfulness then increases from there until 
he recognizes that God is the Sustainer of 
everything, so His interaction with the creation 
is characterized by the best of manners. 
(Exemplifying this), the Prophet (saws) said: 
“My Lord taught me good manners, and He 
gave me the best of manners.”

Principle Ten: 

Know what one should be occupied with, both 
internally and externally for whoever thinks 
that he is not in need of obeying [God and His 
messenger] is a broke man who is in opposition 
to God’s words: “…Say ‘If you love Allah, then 
follow me, Allah will love you’ ”(Qur’an 3:31). 
This is the foundation upon which have been 
built castles like no other. n



YOUNG MUSLIM DIGEST - JaNUarY 2019 47

The Tree and Gold Coin

Children’s Column

There was a pious man among the Bani Israel 
who always remained busy in the worship of 

Allah (swt). A group of people came to him and 
told him that a tribe living nearby worshipped a 
tree. The news upset him, and with an axe on his 
shoulder he went to cut down that tree. 

On the way, Satan met him in the form of an old 
man and asked him where he was going. He said he 
was going to cut a particular tree. Satan said, “You 
have nothing to be concerned with this tree, you 
better mind your worship and do not give it up for 
the sake of something that does not concern you.” 

“This is also worship,” retorted the worshipper. 

Then Satan tried to prevent him from cutting the 
tree, and there followed a fight between the two, 
in which the worshipper overpowered the Satan. 
Finding himself completely helpless, Satan begged 
to be excused, and when the worshipper released 
him, he again said, “Allah has not made the cutting 
of this tree obligatory on you. You do not lose 
anything if you do not cut it. If its cutting were 
necessary, Allah could have got it done through one 
of his many Prophets.”

The worshipper insisted on cutting 
the tree. There was again a fight 
between the two and again 
the worshipper overpowered 
the Satan. “Well, listen,” said 
Satan, “I propose a settlement 
that will be to your advantage.” 

The worshipper agreed, and 
Satan said, “You are a poor 
man, a mere burden on this 
earth. If you stay away from this 
act, I will pay you three gold coins 

every day. You will daily find them lying under 
your pillow. By this money you can fulfil your own 
needs, can oblige your relative, help the needy, and 
do so many other virtuous things. Cutting the tree 
will be only one virtue, which will ultimately be of 
no use because the people will grow another tree.” 

This proposal appealed to the worshipper, and he 
accepted it. He found the money on two successive 
days, but on the third day there was nothing. He 
got enraged, picked up his axe and went to cut the 
tree. 

Satan as an old man again met him on the way and 
asked him where he was going. “To cut the tree,” 
shouted the worshipper. 

“I will not let you do it,” said Satan. 

A fight took place between the two again, but this 
time, Satan had the upper hand and overpowered 
the worshipper. The latter was surprised at his 
own defeat, and asked the former the cause of his 
success. 

Satan replied, “At first, your 
anger was purely for 

earning the pleasure of 
Allah, and therefore 
Almighty Allah 
helped you to 
overpower me, but 
now it has been partly 

for the sake of the gold 
coins and therefore you 

lost.”

Source: From the book ‘Ihyaa’-ul 
Uloom Ud Deen,’ by Imam Ghazzali 
(ra)
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Children’s Column

 h A 1,200-pound horse eats about seven times its own 
weight each year.

 h A bird requires more food in proportion to its size than a 
baby or a cat.

 h A capon is a castrated rooster.

 h A chameleon can move its eyes in two directions at the 
same time. 

 h A chameleon's tongue is twice the length of its body.

 h A chimpanzee can learn to recognize itself in a mirror, but 
monkeys can't.

 h A Cornish game hen is really a young chicken, usually 5-6 
weeks of age, that weighs no more than two pounds.

 h A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her 
lifetime.

 h At birth baby blue whales seven tons. They are not the 
only fastest growing living thing on earth, they are also 
the loudest capable of reaching 188 decibels-audible 
hundreds of miles away.

 h Polar bears have been known to swim for 60 miles without 
a break. They might look white but their skin is black. And 
they are their only mammals with fur on the souls of their 
feet (good for ice traction).

 h Ferrets are a popular pet and are generally friendly with 
humans but more people are attacked annually than by 
grizzly bears.

Did You Know That...?
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 h Blind chameleons will still change colour to match their 
surroundings.

 h Kiwis are blind and are the only birds who hunt using 
smell. They also have the largest eggs in proportion to 
their body.

 h Peregrine falcons can spot prey from over 8 kms away.

 h Bluebottle flies can smell meat from over 7 kms away.

 h Vultures sometimes eat so much they become too heavy 
to take off and fly away.

 h A hippo can open its mouth wide enough to fit a 
standing four-feet tall child.

 h When a giraffe is born it falls six feet to the earth 
without getting hurt.

 h Many apes like humans also experience male baldness 
patterns.

Ans: 1. Neck, 2. Blood, 3. Appendicitis, 
4. Last Three Months, 5. 110-120 days, 
6. 80-120mm, 7. 17, 8. 12%, 9. 41 
years, 10. 30-60 decibels

1. Baqarah, 
2. Milk 
3. Honey 
4. Ayat al-Kursi, (Baqarah: 255), 
5. Ayat ad-Dayan, (Baqarah: 282), 
6. Thumma Nazar (Mudassir: 21), 
7. Fayasyak feekahum (Baqarah: 137), 
8. Mosquito, 
9. Hundred Thousand, 
10. Letter Zaa as in Zulm

answers of Quiz on the human body

answers of Qur'an Quiz
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Quiz on the Human Body 
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In the Qur’an, which is...
1. The longest Surah?
2. The best drink?
3. The best Food?
4. The greatest Ayah?
5. The longest Ayah?
6. The Shortest Ayah?
7. The longest word?
8. The smallest animal?
9. The largest number mentioned in Quran?
10. The least letter used in Quran?

1. Where is the jugular vein located in the body? [Thigh, Neck, Head, 
Palm]

2. What regulates the temperature of the human body? [Heart, Blood, 
Skin, Pineal Gland]

3. Which part of the human digestive system can be removed if it gets 
chronically inflamed or diseased? [Appendicitis, Spleen, Pancreas, 
Colon]

4. When does a baby grow fastest in its mother’s womb? [First Three 
Months, First Three Weeks, Last Three Weeks, Last three months]

5. What is the average life span of red blood cells? [110-120 days, 100-
110 days, 70-80 days, 80-90 days].

6. What is the average blood pressure in a human being? [100-120mm, 
80-140mm, 60-100mm, 80-120mm]

7. How many muscles of the face are used in smiling? [17, 27, 37, 47]

8. What percentage of bones make up the entire body weight? [24%, 
12%, 36%, 48%]

9. What is the average life expectancy of an Indian male? [71 years, 61 
years, 51years and 41 years]

10. How high is the sound of human speech? [20 decibels, 30-60 deci-
bels, 70-90 decibels, 40 decibels].

answers on page no. 49


